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IN THE 
Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 't ; ... : 
AT RICHMOND. 
Record No. 4226 
VIRGINIA: 
In the Supreme Court of Appeals held at the Supreme Court 
of Appeals Building in the City of Richmond on Wednesday 
the 7th day of October, 1953. 
FLORENCE JARVIS ANJ?ERSON, 
against 
CLAUDE Vv. ANDERSON, 
\ ·, \ 
Appellant, 
Appellec. 
From the Circuit Court of Accomack County: . 
... 
. Upon t]1e petition of Florence .Tarvis Anderson an appeal 
is awarded her from a decree entered bv the Circuit Court of 
Accomack County on the 1st day of June, 1953., in a certain 
chancery cause then therein depending· wherein the said pet.i- .· ..... 
tioner was plaintiff and Claude ,~r. Anderson wns defendant, "·· .,X/· 
upon tlrn petitioner, or some one for her, entering into 'bond t}J3};;\ 
·with sufficient surety before the clerk of the said circuit courj;,/r~~f~~i~ 
... i11 the p_e11alty of three.hundred :d<>llar~, _witli condition.as t~*v.~f~ ltlw ij;•~· ;;< . t; tt ;5: ·'". ii ,1 j:~j, t~l,i# 
-~~' J.:,;·f ..,. I 
·E·) 
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RECORD 
• • • • 
Your complainant, Florence Jarvis Anderson, respectfully 
shows unto your Honor the following facts: 
( l) That your complainant, whose maiden name was 
J.i'lorcuce Selcstinar J urvis, was lawfully married to the re-
spondent, Claude W. Anderson,, on the 20th day of February, 
1937, at Hampton, Virginia, a certified copy of said marriage 
certificate being herewith filed marked Exhibit ''A'' ancl. 
prayed to be taken as a part of this Bill. 
(2) That one child was bom of this marriag·e on the 27th 
day of :M:ay, 1938, whose name is Florence S. Anderson. 
(3) That your complainant and respondent lived for a short 
while with your complainant's parents and in the year 1938 
moved to Crisfield, Maryland, where they lived until May, 
1939. In August, 1947., your complainant and respondent 
moved to Accomac, Virg'inia, where the respondent had se-
cured a position as a teacher in the colored high school in 
Accomac, Virginia. In September, 1949, the respondent re-
quested your complainant to move back to Hampton for the 
purpose of putting their daughter in school there. This she 
reluctantly agreed to do. After your complainant moved back 
to Hampton the respondent at first visited her almost every 
week-end. Shortly after the beginning of the year 1950 the 
respondent ceased to make regular visits to your complainant 
in Hampton and became very indiffci·ent toward 
page 2 ~ her. In February,, 1950, your complainant came to 
Accomac, Virginia, without notifying the respond-
ent. On this visit he told her that he no lonp;el' loved her but 
was in love with another person and asked her to give him a 
divorce which she refused to do. At this time your complain-
ant found out the respondent had gotten into debt and after 
her return to Hampton his visits became more and more in-
frequent and his attitude toward her more and more indif-
fercmt. On the 9th day:of June, 1950, your complainant came 
to Accomac and again resumed her home with her husband. 
From that time on the respondent showed lesR and less affec-
tion toward her and told her many times that lie w·antcd her 
to leave and wanted a separation. Beginning about October, 
1950; respondent would go away almost every week enrl and 
frequently would not tell your complainant tliat he was g·oing· 
or where he was going. This condition continneci and grew 
progressively worse until the 30th day of ,Tune, 1951, at which 
time respondent took all his clothes and witl1out g·iving your 
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complainant any notice whatever left their home and took up 
his residence elsewhere in Accomack County. 
(4) That your complainant therefore alleges that the re-
spondent, Claude W. Anderson, willfully deserted and aban-
doned her on the 30th day of June, 1951, without justification 
or excuse and that said desertion has conthiued until this time 
without interruption. 
(5) That your complainant has always been a good and 
dutiful wife toward the respondent. 
(6) Tlmt your complainant and the respondent are both 
members of the colored race over the age of 21 years and that 
neither is in the Armed Forces of the United States. 
(7) That both your complainant and the respondent have 
been actual bona fide residents of the County of Accomack in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia for more than one 
page 3 ~ year preceding· the institution of this suit and are 
now actual bona fide residents of said County; and 
that your complainant and the respondent last cohabited in 
the County of Accomac, Virg'inia. 
In consideration whereof and forasmuch as your com.:. 
J)lainant is remediless in the premises save in a court of equity 
where matters of this kind are alone ancl properly cognizable, 
she prays that the said Claude W. Anderson may be rriade a 
party defendant to this Bill and required to answer the same 
hut not under oath, oath being· hereby expressly waived; that 
a divorce a, mensa et thoro may be decreed your complainant 
on the ground of desertion and that tlie same may be merged 
into a divorce a vinculo m.atrimonii at the end of the statutory 
veriod; that your complainant may be given the care and cms-
tody of their infant daughter, Florence S. Anderson; that the 
Court may decree that the respondent pay to the complainant 
such sums as may be found rig·ht and proper as alimony both 
temporary and permanent and like sums for the support of 
their infant daug·hter; that an order may be entered directing 
the respondent to pay to the complainant such sums as the 
court may deem proper for counsel fees and the cost of this 
1itigation; and that your complainant may have aU such fur-
ther and other relief both general and special as the nature 
<0f her case may require or to equity shall seem meet. 
And your complainant will ever pray, etc. 
FLORENCE JARVIS ANDERSON 
Complainant. 
B. DRUMMOND AYRES, p. q., Counsel 
Accomac, Virginia. 
/ 
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(on cover) 
Filed in the Cl~rk 's Office the 29th day of August, 1951. 
ROBT. H. OLDHAM, Clerk. 
P.age 4 ~ MARGIN RESERVED FOR BINDING. 
The minister or other person celebrating this marriage is 
required wi'thin five days to fill out and sign both copies of the 
Certificate of Date and Place of Marriage, and deliver them 
to the clerk who issued the license. 
The copy with the license on the back is for the clerk, tl1e 
other for the Bureau of Vital Statistics. 
CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE. 
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
City 
County of Elizabeth City Clerk's No ...... 
Full Name of Groom Claude Weaver Anderson 
Present Name of .Bride Florence Se1estinar Jarvis 
Maiden Name Jarvis 
GROOM 
Single, Widowed,. 
Age Race or Divorced 
25. C S 
Occupation Professional ·writer 




Industry or Business 
Father's Full Name James R Anderson 
:Mother's Maiden Name Lelia H. Weaver 
Residence: City or County Mailing Address 105 Union 
Hampton, Va. 
BRIDE 
Sing·le, ,vidowed, No. Times 
Age Race or Divorced Prev. Married 
21 C S 0 
Occupation Industry or Business 
Birthplace Ham pt 011, Vi rg'inia · 
Father's Full Name Curl H. Jarvis 
:Mother's Iviaiclen Name Beulah Hopson 
St., 
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Residence: City or County Mailing Address 105 Union St., 
Hampton, Va. 
Date of Proposed Marriage 
Place of Proposed Marriage 
Given under my band this 19th day of February., 1937. 
R. E. ·wILSON, Clerk 
By L. M. GIDDINGS, 
Dep. Clerk of Circuit Court. 
CERTIFICATE OF DATE AND PLACE OF MARRIAGE. 
I, ,J. ·w. Patterson., a Minister of the Baptist Church, or 
(Denomination) 
relig'ious order of that name, do certify that on the .... day 
f 9 C·t r • C . v· . . o .......... , 1; • • • • 1) or o ............. , irg1n1a, un-
der authority of this license, I joined together in the Holy 
State of Matrimony the persons named and described therein. 
I qualified and gave bond in the county (or city) of New Kent 
according to law:, authorizing· me to celebrate the rites of mar-
riage in the Commonwealth o_f Virginia. 
Given un<lei: my band this 23 clay of February, 1937. 
Address of celebrant 
J. ,v. PATTERSON 




Elizabeth City County, to-wit: 
To Any Person Licensed to Celebrate Marriages: 
You are hereby authorized to join together in the Holy 
State of Matrimony. according to the rites and ceremonies 
of your Church or relig-iouR denomination, nnd the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, Clnucle Weaver Anderson and' 
Ii1lorence Selestinar .Tarvis. 
6 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Given under my ban<l, as Clerk of. Circuit Court of Eliza-
beth City County this 19th day of :b-,eb., 1937. 
(Seal) 
page 5 ~ 
Virginia: 
R. E. WILSON, Clerk 
By L. M. GIDDINGS, Dep. Clerk 
Copy Teste: 
S. M. GIBSON, Clerk 
By ANN W. HAYES., Dep. Clerk. 
PROOF OF SERVIC.E. 
In the Circuit Court of the County of Accomack. 
CHANCERY NO. 3384 
Florence Jarvis Anderson 
v. 
Claude W. Anderson, Accomac, Virginia. 
Returns shall be made hereon, showing service of Subpoena 
in Chancery issued August 29th, 1951, with copy of Bill of 
Complaint for Claude W. Anderson filed August 29th, 1951, 
attached: 
Executed on tlle 31st clay of Aug11st, 1951, in the County of 
Accomack., Virginia, by delivering a true copy of the above 
mentioned papers attached to each other, to Claude w·. An-
derson in person. 
GEORGE C. HOPE 
Sheriff, County of Accomack, V n. 
By WARNER T. DAVIS, Deputy Sheriff. 
(Use the space below if a different form of return is neces-
sary.) 
Returned and filed the 4th day of Sept., 1951. 
ROBT. H. OLDHAM, Clerk 
By MILDRED G. MELSON:, Deputy Clerk. 
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}Jage 6 } To Claude W. Andersou: 
, TAKE NOTICE that I will 011 Thursday, October 4th, 1951, 
at 10 A. M .. , or as soon thereafter as I may be heard, move th~ 
Circuit Court for the County of Accomack, at the Courthouse 
thereof i:n .Accomac, Virginia, to hear and determine the above 
captioned case in which you are respondent and I am com-
plainant, and I will ask the Court at that time to hear the evi-
dence ore tenus; and if for any reason the taking of said evi-
dence be not commenced, or if commenced, be not concluded 
on that date, the taking of same will be adjourned from time 
to time at the same hour and place until the same shall have 
been completed. 
FLORENCE JARVIS ANDERSON 
By Counsel. 
B. DRUMMOND AYRES, p. q., Counsel 
Accomac, Virginia. 
(on baek) 
Executed Sept. 28th, 1951, by delivering a copy of the with-
in Writ to Claude vV. Anderson the within named defendant, 
within my bailiwick. 
GEORGE C. HOPE, Sheriff. 
By ........ ~ .... , Dpy. 
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This cause, which has been duly matured by personal serv-
ice on the respondent, Claude W. Anderson, came on this day 
to he heard upon the Bill of Complaint and Exhibit filed there-
with, and the testimony of the complainant, Florence Jarvis 
Anderson, and Evelyn Joynes and Ben F. Gunter, witnesses 
in her behalf, heard ore ten11,s in accordance with notice duly 
given in such cases made and provided, and was argued by 
Counsel. 
On consideration whereof the Court finds the following 
fa~ts: 
(1) That the complainant, Florence ,Tarvis Anderson, and 
t]ic respondent, Claude W. Anderson, bot11 persons of the 
\ 
'----··--
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colored race and over the age of twenty-one years, were law-
fully married at Hampton, Virginia, on the 20th day of Feb-
ruary, 1937. 
(2) That one child was born of this marriage on the 27th 
day of May, 1938, whose name is Florence S. Anderson. 
(.3) That both complainant and respondent have been ac-
tual bona fide residents of the State of Virginia for more than 
one year preceding the commencement of this suit, and are 
now actual bona .fide residents of this State, and that complain-
ant and respondent last cohabited in the County of Accomack,. 
in the State of Virginia. 
( 4) That the respondent, Claude W. Anderson, wilfully de-
serted the complainant, Florence Jarvis Anderson, on the-
30th day of June, 195:t:, without justification, cause or excuse, 
and that said parties have lived separate and apart ever 
since; and that there is no hope of a reconciliation. 
(5) That neither of said parties is in the Armed 
page 8 ~ forces of the United States. 
'l'he Court doth therefore adjudge, order and de-
cree that the said Florence Jarvis Anderson be and she hereby 
is granted a divorce a nwnsa et thoro from the said Claude 
,v. Anderson on the ground of desertion and abandonment,. 
with leave to the said complainant at the proper time to make 
application to merge said divorce a mensa et thoro into a di-
vorce a v-inc·ulo niatriinonii. 
It is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the care-
and custody of Florence S. Anderson be awarded to the com-
plainant, Florence ,Jarvis Anderson, with the privilege to the 
respondent, Clau<le W. Anderson, to visit her at reasonable 
times and in reasonable places. 
It is further adjudged, ordered and decreed that the said 
Claude W. Anderson do pay to the said Florence Jarvis An-
erson the sum of Fifty Dollars ( $50.00) per month as per-
manent alimony and the sum of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) 
per month for the support and maintenance of tlie said infant 
~hild, Florence S. Anderson. 
'It is further ordered that the contingent rights of each party 
in and to auy and all property of the other, whether now owned 
or hereafter acquired,. be and the same hereby are extin-
guished. 
It is further ordered that the evidence taken in this cause· 
be reduced to writing and preserved as a part of the Recorcl 
in tbis cause. 
And all further consideration is reservecL 
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Florence Jarvis Anderson. 
(on back) 
Euter this decree. 1014/51. 
J. F. W . 
• • 
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The testimony of Florence Jarvis Anderson, and others, 
taken before the Honorable Jeff F. Walter, Judge of the 
aforesaid Court, on the 4th day of October, 1951. 
Present: B. Drummond Ayres, Attorney for the Plaintiff. 
FLORENCE JARVIS ANDERSON, 
the Plaintiff, being first duly sworn, testified as follows: · 
By Mr. Ayres: 
Q. ,vhat is your name¥ 
A. Florence Jarvis Anderson. 
Q. ·where do you live? 
A. Onancock, Virginia. 
Q. ,Vbo is your husband? 
A. Claude ,v eaver Anderson. 
Q. Is he the Principal of Mary Nottingham High School Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. When we.re you married? 
A. February 20th, 1937. 
Q. Where were you married Y 
. A. Hampton, Virginia. . 
Q. Do you have any children Y. 
· A. Yes. 
page 10 ~ Q. How manyf 
A. One. 
Q. vVha t is her name? 
A. -Anderson. 
Q. ·where does she live Y 
A. In Onancock. 
Q. With you? 
A. Yes. 
~. 
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Florence Jarvis Anderson. 
Q. ·when was she bom ! 
A. May 27, 1938. 
Q. She is then thirteen years old now? 
A. Thirteen. 
Q. After you were first married where did you first live 1 
A. I lived with my mother and father in Hampton. 
Q. Auel your husband lived with you then! 
A. Yes. 
Q. And about how long did you live with your parents? 
A. About two years. During that time we. went to Crisfield, 
Maryland, but we came back shortly and lived there? 
Q. Did he get a job at Crisfield? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you lived there together for a while? 
A. Yes. . 
Q. And you came back to Hampton and lived there until 
vou moved over here? 
., A. No, we moved out and kept house in various 
page 11 ~ places until 1947 and then we came over here. 
Q. You were living in the vacinity of Hampton 
during that time? · 
A. Hampton during that time. 
Q. Did you have any trouble during those years; 
A. No, we didn't. 
Q. ·when you came over here in 1947 was that when he 
secured the position as Principal of this High School·? 
A. Yes. · · 
Q. Now how long did you live together here, starting m 
1947? 
A. 1947 until 1949? 
Q. ·what time in 1949? 
A. It was in September of 1949. 
Q. What took place then? 
A. During that time he .wanted my daughter to go back to 
school over in Hampton and it was a mutual agreement that 
I would go over there to stay first. I didn't want to go dver 
there to stay, but afterwards I went back over and took the 
apartment and the child and I stayed over there with a mutual 
agreement between the two of us,. 
Q. You went in September 1949? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did your husband visit you after you went back there? 
A. Yes, he did, from September until Christmas of that 
vear. He came over every weekend and when he didn't come 
over I was over here visiting him. 
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Q. Following Christmas did he continue to visit 
page 12 } you regularly then 1 
A. Oh, no. January was when he started slow-
ing up and didn't make frequent visits from January. 
Q. ~-,rom January 1950 that is? 
A. 1950. 
. Q. Did you notice any change in his attitude then 7 
A. Yes, I did. I noticed,-! mean he didn't make contacts· 
with me like he had been and he didn't come over to visit and 
I thought something then was going on. 
Q. vVhat did he do1 
A. In February I came over to visit him and during that 
time when I came over he didn't want me to stay and I told 
him-I accused him-and thought there was someone else 
and he admitted that there ,vas. 
Q. Did he state to you at that time how he felt toward you? 
A.. Yes, sir, he did and during that time was the time he 
first asked for a divorce. 
Q. And what did yon do? 
A. I stayed there with him a few days. 
The Court: ·where was this? 
A. This was in Onancock. 
Q. At a boarding house f 
A. No, we were rooming with Miss Evelyn Joynes. 
A. You stayed a few days, and then what did you doY 
A. I went back because I had left my little girl with my 
mother and I had to go see about her and after he 
vage 13 } told me he wasn't interested and there was an-
other person involved and all and he wanted a 
divorce I left that Friday and went back to take care of the 
child. 
Q. After that did he visit you anyi 
A. He came over and made a few visits, but npt many. That 
was from February until the rest of that school year. 
Q. That would be in 1950? 
A. Yes. 
Q. At the encl of the school year did you come back over 
liereY · · 
A. Yes, I came back over here and brought the child and we 
have been living over there ever since. 
Q. Did you live with him after you came back that time7 
A. Yes. 
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Q. ·what was his attitude toward you¥ 
A. He just wasn't interested and he just didn't botherp 
We lived together, but he was in and out all the time and he 
just wasn't the same as he had been. 
Q. Did he show any affection toward you at all¥ 
A. No. 
Q. Now that would have been in the summer of 1950? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you continue living with him through the fall of 
19501 
A. Yes. 
The Court : Where were you living, at bis rooms at the 
J ownes residence? 
page 14 ~ A. Yes, ·we had a room there. 
Mr. Ayres : They were still Ii ving as man and wife then. 
Q. Now what was his attitude toward you during the win-
ter of 1951? 
A. During the winter of 1951 practically every week end 
he would go off and once or twice he mentioned that he was 
g-oing off to look for a job, but most of the time he went off he 
didn't even tell us where he was going, he was just gone, and 
he just wasn't affectionate or anything. 
Q. Did you find out about that time he had .also gotten in-
volved financially Y 
A. Yes, I did. 
Q. When did he finally leave you °l 
A. June 30, 1951. 
Q. What took place at that time? 
A. During that time, that Saturday he came in and he 
packed up all his clothes and he went out and then he came 
back and he stayed a while and :finished packing and then he 
went back again and then he came back in about nine o~clock. 
He did take all his things out and put tllem in the car and he 
left without saying where he was going or anything. 
Q. Did he tell you tllen he was leaving for good? . 
A. No, he didn't. He never said he was leaving, he just 
walked out. {l Do you know where he wentY 
A. No. 
Q. Do you know where he is living nowt 
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Q. Have you live<l with him since this June 30th, 
1951 t 
A. No, I haven't. 
Q. And he, through his attomey, Edward Downing, has 
been paying you monthly support for the past two months, 
hasn't he 'f 
A.. Yes. (J. Do yon have in your possession some letters you found. 
in his clothing that were writt.en to him by some woman i 
A. Yes. 
l\fr. 1\:yres: If Your Honor please, ~hey are not very nice 
to read ancl after you hear the evidence of this witness if you 
want to see these letters I will put them in, ·but at this time I 
hardly feel it is necessary to produce them. 
The Court: All right. 
Q. Do you feel you and your husband can ever live together 
again? 
A. At present I do not. 
Q. Your husband has resided over here ever since 1947 
and you are still living here up to this time? 
A. Yes. 
Q. In Accomack County, of course? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you last lived together at Onancock, in Accomack 
County? 
A. That is right. 
Mr. Ayres: Anything you want to ask, Judge. 
The Court: No. 
page 16 ~ EVELYN JOYNES, 
the witness, being first duly sworn, testified as 
follows: 
By Mr. Ayres: 
Q. vVha t is your name 7 
A. Evelyn Joynes. 
(~. vVhore do you live? 
A. Onancock. 
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Q. How long have you known Florence and Claude Ander-
son and how long have they lived at your home? 
A. They came in September 1949, hut she dicln 't stay. That 
,n1R when she went hack arross the Bay and he stayed and 
she came baek in June 1950 nnd she hns been there ever since. 
Q. ,Yhcn they first came to your home how did they appear 
to be getting on'¥ 
A . .b,ine, very affectionate. I wouldn't have asked any-
body to have appeared more living and they got along nicely 
so far as I know. I have never heard any quarreling out of 
them. . 
Q. Do you know whether he went back to Hampton regu-
larly weekends at tlrst to visit hfs wife Y 
A. He left there to go. From that time to Christmas 
he left nearly evei·y w·eekend that she wasn't over here. 
Q. Now the following Christmas did he continue those 
weekly visits to her¥ 
A. No, he didn't go so of ten. 
Q. \Vhat did he do then? 
A. He would stay around there, but he didn't go across 
there so often. 
page 17 ~ Q. Now when she came back in June 1950 what 
was his attitude toward her then? . 
A. The first two or three days he seemed all right, but 
then after she told him she had come to stav his attitude 
changed. ., 
Q. Tell the Court in what way? 
A. He didn't ,pay any attention to her and just as I l1ave 
said, something be won.Id be sitting at the table and he and I 
would have a conversation and as soon as ·she came in the 
room he would drop it and it looked as tho he just despised 
her and didn't care to he around her or anything. 
Q. Now in the fall of last year did he start leaving home 
weekends then? 
A. He left a few weekends, but it seems as tho that was 
mainly after Christmas. 
Q. Of this current year? 
A. Yes, of 1951 that he would go nearly every weekend. 
Q. She was then living with you i 
A. Right there. 
Q. Do you know where he would go? 
A. No. 
Q. And he was gone nearly every weekend? 
A. Nearly every weekend. 
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Evelyn Joynes. 
Q. ·were you home when he finally left on the 30th of this 
.. June? 
A. I was there. 
Q. Tell the Judge what took place at that time. 
page 18 ~ A. He ha<l e~iclently been to school during the 
day working ancl he came in around one o'clock 
and began to pack and he went out during the afternoon and 
cam.e baek and we had dinner and he went out again and he 
c·ame in around nine and began to put his things in the car 
and I turned .the light on in the yard so he could see and he 
:finally came to the door and gave me a message for someone 
and. walked out and said nothing. He didn't say he was 
leaving 01· anything. 
Q. 1That was June of this yead 
A. That was Saturday night, June 30t11. 
The Court: He ,vasn 't teaching school that day. 
A. No, but he had been over to the office working. 
:Mr. Ayres: The Pri11cipal is in the office every day. 
The Court : And, of course, he wasn't teaching in the 
summer. He was boarding and rooming with you at the time! 
A. That is right. 
The Court: Did he ten you he had gone for any extended 
time 0/ 
A. He said nothing. He paid me on Saturday around six 
o 'dock and he said nothing then and when he got ready to 
1eave l1e said nothing. 
The Court : · And he has been gone ever since 7 
A. That is right. 
The Court: Who has paid the rent during that time? 
A. He paid during· the month of July and she has paid 
since. 
page 19 ~ Q. Did you ever see her give llim any cause to 
mistreat her and not ,vant to live with hed 
~ -· --
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Ben Gunter. 
A. None whatever. She has been a perfect lady the entire· 
time she was in my home. 
Q. Did he seem fond of the child 7 
A. At first and then it seemed when his attitude changed 
toward the wife he didn't pay but so mu~h attention to the 
child. 
Mr. Ayres : That is all. 
BEN GUNTER, 
the witness, being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
By :Mr. Ayres : . 
Q. Ben, you live next door to Evelyn Joynes, don't you f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You knew Claude Anderson, of course, and his wife Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know anything about the manner in which they 
got along¥ 
A. No, sir, I do not. I don't know anything how they got 
along. They seemed to be getting ·along fine so far as I knew 
going in and out. 
Q. After she c3:me back to stay here June a year ago do 
you know whether or not he stayed home weekends or would 
he go off so mew here Y 
A. I would happen to see his car gone sometimes 
page 20 ~ and that ·was the only way I could tell. I always. 
knowed his car and l would see it sitting there and 
lots of weekends the car was gone, but where he was gone I 
don't know. 
Q. Was she home at that time Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. So far as what the difficulties were you know nothing 
about that? 
A. No, sir. 
Q .. But you know he was gone a great many weekends last 
winterf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Ayres: If Your Honor wants to see these letters. 
The Court: Are you going to :file them Y 
Mr. Ayres: Not unless it is neceS'sary. 
Mr. Ayres: If Your Honor please, following the desertion 
of the Complainant by the Respondent before divorce action 
was brought he was represented by George Edward Downing 
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and we entered into an agreement that ·he was to pay his wife 
$75.00 a month for the support of herself and her child, and 
at the same time he executed an assignment of this agreement 
of his salary for the purpose of securing these payments. 
After the divorce action was brought it was agreed between 
eounsel that the alimony and support money for the wife and 
child would be in the same amount, subject to the Court's ap-
proval, to be paid $50.00 to the wife as alimony and $25.00 for 
the support of the child. 
Am 't due Margaret S. Drummond, 
Stenographer, for the foregoing 
(on back) 
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DEPOSITIONS. 
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR SUIT MONEY, ETC. 
To: Claude W. Anderson, Accomac, Virginia. 
You are hereby notified that I shall on Tuesday May 5, 
1953, at the hour of two (2) o'clock p. m., or so soon thereafter 
as I may be heard, make application to the Circuit Court for 
Accomac County, Virginia, for an allowance against you for 
suit money and counsel fees, in accordance with Section 20-103, 
Code of Virginia, 1950, to enable me to properly defend the 
application of the defendant, Claude W. Anderson, the guilty 
party to such divorce proceedings, to merge the A Mensa de-
eree, dated October 4, 1951, obtained by the complainant, into 
a Final decree, in accordance with Section 20-121, Code of Vir-
ginia, 1950, as amended by Acts of 1952, Chapter 100. 
Given under my hand this the 23rd day of April, 1953. 
FLORENCE JARVIS ANDER.SON, Complainant. 
By: ,vrLLIAM DA VIS BUTTS, 
Attorney for the Complainant. 
• • • • 
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NOTICE. 
TAKE NOTICE that on the 4th day of April, 1953, deposi-
1ions will be taken in the office of George Walter Mapp, Jr., 
,.-\.ccornac, Virginia, at 9 A. M., of that date, for the purpose 
of making final the decree of divorce a 1nensa et thoro into a 
decree a vinculo matrimon:ii in the above styled cause. 
Given under my hand this 23rd day of March, 1953. 
CLAUDE ·w. ANDERSON. 
By Counsel. 
GEORGE ·wALTER MAPP, JR., p. d., 
Attorney at Law, 
Accomac, Va. 
Coui1sel. 
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FINAL DECREE. 
This cause came on this day to be heard upon the applica-
tion of Claude vV. Anderson, in vacation, by agreement of par-
ties by counsel, upon the notice served by Claude ·w. Anderson 
on Florence Jarvis Anderson, upon the papers formerly filed, 
and upon the testimony of Claude Vv. Anderson, Mildred 
~,isher, Odessa Savage, Anna E. Jarvis, R. L. Smith, Jesse 
Patterson, John Carter, Carrie Carter, Connie T. Austin, 
Frisselle Cooke, Florence S. Anderson, and Florence Jarvis 
. A.nderson, and was argued by counsel. 
On Consideration Whereof, the Court doth adjudge, order 
and decree that the decree a mensa et thoro entered in this 
cause on October 4, 1951, be, and the same hereby is, merged 
into a decree a vinculo ma.trinionii, to which ruling of the 
Court Florence Jai·vis Anderson made exception. 
The Court doth further adjudge, order and decree that care 
and custody of Florence S. Anderson, minor child of Florence 
·.Jarvis Anderson and Claude ·w. Anderson, be awarded to 
Florence Jarvis Anderson, with the privilege of Clause ,v. 
Anderson to visit her at reasonable times and in reasonable 
places, and that Claude vY. Anderson do continue to pay to the 
said Florence Jarvis Anderson the sum of Fifty Dollars 
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($50.00) per month as permanent alimony and until her death 
or remarriage, or until further order of this Court, and the 
additional sum of Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) per month 
for the support and maintenance of the said infant child, Flor-
ence S. Anderson, until the said Florence S. Anderson is mar-
ried or reaches the age of 18 years, or until further order of 
this Court. 
page 24 r It is further adjudg·ed, order and decree that the 
contingent rights of each party in and to anyand 
all property of the other, whether now owned or hereafter 
acquired, be and the same hereby are extinguished. 
It is further a.djudge, ordered and decreed that Claude W. 
Anderson do pay lo 1Nilliam Davis Butts, Attorney for Flor-
(\.nce Jarvis Anderson, the sum of $100.00 as counsel fees, 
forthwith, for services rendered by the said William Davis 
Butts in this proceeding, and that Claude Vl. Anderson do pay 
the costs of this proceeding as taxed by the Clerk of this Court. 
Whereupon the complainant, by counsel, moved the Court 
for a new trial on the grounds that the opinion of the Court 
was contrary to the law, Section 20-121, Code of Virginia, as 
amended by Acts of Assembly of 1952, Chapter 100, which 
motion the Court overruled and to which action of the Court 
in overruling said motion the complainant, by counsel, noted 
.an exception and expressed her intentions to appeal to the 
Supreme Court of Appeals. 
The Court doth therefore adjudge, order, and decree that 
the .A Mensa Et '1.'horo decree, dated Octo her 4, 1951, the testi-
mony taken ore tenus, May 5, 1953, transcribed and filed in 
this cause by Harriet B.. Read, Court Reporter, on behalf of 
both parties, be, and the same is, here by made a part of this 
record. 
It appearing to the Court that the object of this suit has 
been accomplished, it is hereby ordered removed from the. 
trial docket, subject, however, to be reinstated for cause upon 
the application of either party. 
I have seen this order. 
\VILLIA:M: DA VIS BUTTS, p. q. 
(on back) 
• • 
Enter this decree. 6/1/53. 
J. F. W. 
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NOTICE OF APPEAL. 
Rule 5 :1 Section 4 
To: :M:r. Robert H. Oldham, Cledr of the Circuit Court for 
Accomac, Vi:rginia : 
I, William Davis Butts, counsel of record for Florence 
Jarvis Anderson, complainant in the above mentioned matter, 
do hereby file with you, the Clerk of the Circuit Court for 
A coo mac County,, Virginia, Notice of Appeal and Assignment 
of Error. 
This Notice of Appeal is filed with you as Clerk prior to the 
expiration of sixty ( 60) days after final judgment. 
Tbe Assignment of Error is as follows: 
The judgment of the Court is contrary to the law and the 
evidence. 
Given under my hand this the 12th day of June, 1953. 
• 
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WILLIAM DAVIS BUTTS. 
Counsel of Record for Florence 
Jarvis Anderson, Complainant . 
• 
• 
ORDER REINSTATING CAUSE ON DOCKET. 
This Cause came on this day, in vacation of the court by 
consent of parties by Counsel, to be ]1eard on the application 
of Florence Jarvis Anderson, complainant, by counsel, to re-
instate the above mentioned cause on the docket, in order to 
present a petition for an appeal to the Supreme Court of Ap-
peals of Virginia. 
On Consideration Whereof, the court doth order that the 
said suit be reinstated on the docket for that purpose; 
And the Court doth further adjudge, order and decree tlrnt 
tl1e complainant shall, in accordance with Section 8-465, Code 
of Virginia, execute a suspending bond in the sum of Two 
Florence Jarvis,.A.nde:rson·.v .. Claude W. Anderson. 21 
Hundred Fifty dollars ($250.00), said suspension to be effec-
tive for a period ·of sixty (60) days from the date of the said 
final decree. 
( on back) 
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7 /17 /53. '110 Robt. H. Oldham, Clerk: Enter this .vacation 
decree. 
JEFF F. WALTER, . 
Judge of the 31st Judicial Circuit. 
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TESTIMONY TAKEN BEFORE THE HONORABLE 
JEFF F. WALTER AT ACCO~fAC, VIRGINIA, 
ON MAY 5TH, 1953. 
Present: Counsellor William Davis Butts, for the Com-
plainant, and Mr. George Walter Mapp, Jr. and George E. 
Downing,? for the Respondent. 
This matter was heard by the Court ore te'YIIUS, by consent 
of the parties, by counsel, and the matter comes up on a mo-
tion by the Respondent, asking the Court to merge the a rnensa 
decree heretofore entered in the matter into an absolute di-
vorce. 
Mr. Mapp: ·n your Honor please, we would like to move to 
exclude all witnesses from the Courtroom, until such time as 
thev are called upon to testify. 
The Court: All witnesses will leave the Courtroom, and 
remain within call. 
Counsellor Butts: Your Honor, np to this point, we haven't 
received a written application for the merger in 
pag·e 29 ~ this matter. The practice we l1ave in Newport 
News is for the person who wishes to merge, to 
serve an application on the other party indicating that 11e 
wishes to merge. In the instant rase, tl1e only notice served · 
was. a notice to take depositions, so there is notl1ing- for me to 
answer before the Court. 
The Court: I understood that there was a notice given tl1at 
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Claude W . .Anderson. 
this matter would be heard, and that a motion would be made 
at this time to the Court to merge the a niensa decree hereto-
fore entered in the matter into a decree creating an absolute 
divorce. 
Mr. Mapp: Our practice is to make the application orally, 
so long as we have served the notice. If the attorney wants 
to travel back and forth, we don't mind giving a written ap-
plication now, and the matter can be heard later. 
Counsellor Butts: We are ready to proceed, and have all 
our witnesses. I have at this time a motion to make for suit 
money and counsel fees, which was served on the defendant 
on April 23rd, and I would like a fee of $250.00. I would like 
to call the defendant as an adverse witness, so that the Court 
could fix a reasonable fee. 
The Court: You may do that. 
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an ad'7erse witness for the Complainant, being first 
duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv Counsellor Butts: 
~Q. · What is your business f 
A. I am a s~hool teacher. 
Q. At what school Y 
A. The Mary N. Smith High School. 
Q. And you are an employee of the School Board? 
A. The Accomack County School Board. 
Q. And ·what are your earnings, per year, per week, or per 
month-what wag·es are you paid Y 
A. My contract r·uns by the year,-
Q . .Sir? 
A. I am trying· to find my contract. It is, roughly, $3,740.00 
-is that right? 
Q. $3,740.00 annually? 
A. Yes., sir. 
Q. And that is a nine-month year, or a twelve month year? 
A. A twelve-month year. 
Q. Have you any other income f 
A. No, I don't. 
Q. And you just earn $3,740.00 per year? 
page 31 ~ A. This year-I sean, before this year, anywhere 
from $3,200.00. The range increase$ about $50.00 
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~t year, and last year we got a pretty substantial increase. The 
year before, I made $3,340.00 a year. 




By Mr. Mapp: 
Q. Out of that amount, you are making monthly support 
11ayments f 
A. Yes., sir. $75.00. That's for two and a half years. 
Q. Do you at the present time owe any mo11cy? 
A. Well, I am still paying back bills from the separation. 
I borrowed money through Attorney Ayres from the back. 
There is an attachment of $20.00 a month, for each month, on 
my salary, up until this month, and this month is $40.00, and 
I have another attachment of $10.00 a month on top of that. 
That comes out to cover the bill that come through you from 
across the Bay. You remember I paid it. That is $10.00 a 
montl1. 
Q. You are paying the Old Dominion Loan Company as a 
result of money borrowed during your married life Y 
A. ·when I get my check, it is $173.00, and you take out 
$10.00 for the $100.00 loan, and that leaves me $163.0Q, and 
then I have my ~ncidentals, and living expenses, to come be-
hind that. 
page 32 ~ Q. In other words, you are not a wealthy man f 
A. I go in the red every month. 
Have you even paid your attorneys' yet? · 
No, I haven't. · 
Why haven't you? 
I haven't had the money with which to pay .them. 
That's all. 
Counsellor Butts: If a man makes $3,740.00 a year, that is 
a lot of money, anrl I tllink he sl10uld pay reasonable counsel 
fees., consistent with what is involved here. He is seeking his 
freedom. We have paid a lot of money to witnesses, but I ap-
preciate the fact that travel expense is no part of his expense 
-If she lives there, that is her responsibility. We have paid 
the clerk a substantial amount of money, and I think suit 
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money ~nd a- type of counsel fee· that is · consistent with the· 
practice of this. court should be paid. Regardless of his re-
sponsibili ties-i think he has a child to look out for-but re-
g·ardless of that, I think the Court's charges come first. 
The Court: Mr. Mapp, do you have anything to say Y 
Mr. Mapp: I believe that some of the things that will come 
out in cviden~e will. put your Honor in a better positi:on. to 
decide the matter. 
The Court: I will holcl the matter of a counsel 
page 33 ~ fee in abeyance until after I hear the evidence. 
This is an application for a merger. I must have, 
in the orig-inal matter, required this defendant to pay counsel 
fees. · · 
l\fr. Mapp : You did, sir. 
The Court : And alimony and costs. There is no sugges-
tiion th~t he hasn't ~et tlie requirements. TI1e statute gives. lier a right to c me mto Court, anq contest the merger =Wlrv.r I_ don't know. presume I will I1ear in the evidenc·e presented .. s ead o e Plaintiff coming in and asking for a merger, 
this Defendant is in Court asking for it. I think it reasonable 
that tlmt' should be taken into consideration when the matter 
of a fee for Plaintiff's attorney is decided on. The motion 
has been filed, and· the Court is l10Iding it in abeyance untrn 
after the evidence is in. 
CLAUDE W. ANDERSON:, 
the Respondent, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By 1\fr. l\tfapp: 
Q. You are Claude W. Anderson? 
A. lam. 
Q. And yon are the def enclant in a divorce action, we-re you 
not, brought by your wife, Florence Jarvis Anderson, which 
was filed Aug-ust 29th., 1951 f 
A. I was. 
page 34 ~ Q. According to tl1e court papers, a decree or 
. divorce, a niensa et -thoro, was entered on October 
4th, 1951. Is that correct? 
A. That is correct. 
Q. How Ion~: have you and your wife been ~eparated, prior 
to tl1e entrv of that decree! Do you remember when yon were 
separated¥ 
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.A. From the day when Lawyer Downing told me L should 
le.ave, until that time-I don't remember exactly-but I think 
in June. 
Q. Of 1951 ¥ 
A. The same year. 
Q. Prior to even that date, had you and your wife been liv-
ing together, day in and day out, or had you been apart from 
time to time f 
A. w· e have been from time to time separated. By that., I 
mean she was here sometimes, and across the Bay sometimes. 
In p_articular, I refer to the year I went to Ohio State Uni-
versity-the summer of 1949. vVe came back,. and she went 
across the Bay, and I don't believe she came here to live until () 
a certain date-I can't recall what date-but it was during , 
the school year. I remember I looked up, and she was there ' 
in the room, and she said, I am here. 
Q. Since October 4th, 1951, have you and your 
page 35 ~ wife lived together in a manner that you both., or 
either of you, considered to be that of man and 
wifef 
.A. No. 
0. Have you and your wife reconciled your differences or 
difficulties f · 
A. No. 
Q. Where, since October 4th, 1951, have you been living-in 
what county·? 
A. I have lived in Accomack County, in two different places. 
Q. And near wl1at town have you been living! 
A. Near the town of Accomac, where I work. 
Q. Since October 4th, 1951, where has your wife been living? 
A. As near as I can say-
The Court: Is tllat the date of the a mens a, decree Y 
Mr. Mapp: Yes, sir. 
A. While in this community, she lived at Miss Evelyn 
Joynes, and across the Bay at her fatller 's residence, which 
is 105 Union Street., Hampton, Virginia. 
Q. Since your divorce, how many times has your wife come 
to tl1e Eastern Shore, from across the Bay, that you have any 
knowledge of? 
A. As far as I have any knowledge, I would say three times. 
Q. Now, what were those occasions-Wl1y did she cqmo 
over here? 
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A. The first time was when :Mrs. Smith~ the supervisor, 
died, and she came to the funeral., and the second 
page 36 r time she came over, with our daughter-I don't re-
member exactly when it was, but during the winter 
term, after October 4th when the decree was entered, and an-
other time when she drove through here to Philadelphia to 
see my daughter. My daughter was staying in Philadelphia, 
and I picked her up that time at the Elisha L~e, and drove her 
up there. ~ -
Q. So, in approximately a year and a half, she has been 
over here only three times, and one of those trips was just go-
ing through the county on her way to Philadelphia T 
A. That is right. 
Q. In that time, has your wife, since October 4th, 1951, 
called you by telephone, asking you to come back to her-Has 
she ever called you? 
A. No. No calling. 
Q. Has ·she written you, begging you, or suggesting, that 
you come back to l1er? 
A. Yes. 
Q. How many times has she so written? 
A. Off-hand, I can't say. I did save the letters, but, un-
/1 fortunately, I destroyed them two or three weeks ago, when 
I was cleaning up some things, but I would say that she has 
1 written me in reference to that approximately seven or eig·ht 
times. 
Q. Has she written you other letters in which there was no 
mention of that Y 
A. No. I am trying to think when I received letters from 
her. 
page 37 ~ Q. In a year, seven or eig·ht times? 
A. Yes, at the most. 
Q. In each of those seven or eig·ht letters., would she ask you 
to come back? 
A. No, not in each one, specifically. 
Q. Has your wife made any other overtures to you other 
i' than maybe one or two or more letters? Has she made an ap-
1 proach to you to try to reconcile your differences? 
i A. Very definitely. 
\ 
The Court: How? 
A. I was trying to think of the instance, lmt I remember 
when we were riding along once, either going· from Cape 
Charles to Philadelphia, or some other ·time, we were talking 
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about various things, and she said how about us-let's talk 
about us. 
·Mr. Mapp: 
Q. Did you talk about us? 
. A. There was nothing to talk about in a situation like that. 
What are you going to say Y The best thing is just continue 
to talk about something- else. 
Q. In other words, I gather you didn't talk about us? 
A. No, we didn't. 
Q. Has she ever said anything more than.· something of that 
nature? 
A. Oh, yes. I mean-I am trying to think of how the dis-
cussion went., but it was along this line-that we should get 
back together, and my prospects over here at first 
page 38 } didn't look so good, and why not change. During 
the time, I was being offered jobs elsewhere, and 
the last time, it was to this point-That you are not going to 
p;et anything much better. Let's go back together and settle 
down over there, and see if we can make it. 
Q. Has she offered to come back over here and live with 
you? 
A. I think she offered to once. 
Q. Have you, on any of those, offers or conversations, made 
any promise to her that you would go back with herT 
A. No, none whatsoever. 
Q. Your wife brought the original divorce, did she noU 
A. That's right. 
Q. Did you have her bring iU Did you make her bring iU 
Counsellor Butts: I object to that as being frightfully im-
material-The object of bringing the suit. 
Mr. Mapp: I can't understand the position. She brought 
the divorce fiction., and she gets into a status qito, and then 
doesn't want the matter concluded. 
The Court: Neither of you made an opening statement. I , 
don't know what her position is either. The facts seem to be · · 
that she filed suit for divorce, and has tried to get a recon- 1---/ 
ciliation between you, and you have refused. Is that righU ~ '-._ 
A. Yes., sir. 
page 39 ~ Mr. Mapp: 
Q. Have you given her encouragement of any 
kind that you would come back to her? 
) 
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A. No. . 
Q. Do you love your wifef . 
A. No, I don't. 
[L Q. Have you loved her at any time during the last several· 
e_ears of yo~r marriage¥ 
A. No, I haven't; 
Q. Without going into detail, was that killed by her actions, 
or did you find other interests, or what Y 
Counsellor Butts: If your Honor please, that is immaterial. 
My objections is· based on the gTouncl that the sole issue is 
whether these parties have been separated and apart since 
October 4th, 1951, and whether a reconciliation is probable. 
The Court: I think tbat has been covered. They haven't 
lived together since tlley obtained the decree. They haven't 
ived tog·ether and he cloesu 't love his wife. 
Mr. Mapp: If your Honor please., the reason that was askecl 
is tbat certain things stand in the way that will never allow 
a man to resume his marital life with his wife. 
The Court: I don't know that the Court can be 
page 40 ~ concerned with that, when one of the parties has 
said that he cloesn 't want to live with his wife. 
,- Mr. Mapp: There is this possibility of reconciliation that 
your Honor must pass on. 
The Court: The Court can't make people live together 
when they con 't want to. . 
Mr. Mapp: 
Q. Have you, and, if so, on how many occasions, and where,. 
slept with your wife since October 4th, 1951? 
The Court: Wait a minute. As I said a moment ago, there 
hasn't been anv statement made by your gentlemen as to what 
you are undertaking to sl1ow. He says they didn't live to-
gether. Aren't you pre-supposing, when you ask that ques-
tion. Wait and see if it is interposed by her, and to what ex-
tent it g-oes. . . 
Mr. Mapp: I think you are rig·ht., your Honor. We wit11-
draw the question. 
That's all. You may take the witness. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Counsellor Butts : 
Q. You have been to college, haven't you? 
A. I went to Hampton Institute, and Ohio State University. 
Q. Have a Master's degree in education? 
A. Yes, I do. 
page 41 ~ Q. Your counsel was getting ready to ask how 
manv times you slept with your wife since October 
4tl1, 1951. I will ask you that T . 
A. You mean since the divorce decree was granted! 
~~·Q .. Since October 4th, 1951 f 
' , A. I would say four times. 
, . YOU knew," of course, at the time, that an a mensa decree 
had been entered, didn't you t 
A. I received a copy of the decree that was mailed from the 
Court. 
Q. And I believe, in answer to your own counsel's question., 
you said very definitely that Mrs. Anderson had very defi-
nitely made overtures to you for a reconciliation Y 
A. I would say yes to that. 
( Q. You said further that she had actually written yon seven 
i' ·or eight times, and in some of tl10se letters, she did make sug-
! g-estions for a reconciliation. Is that true? 
A. That's what I said. 
Q. She o:ff ered to-
The Court: May I ask what reply, if any, did you makeJ 
. i- A. I have been so afraid about writing letters since they 
,~ i, brom)·ht 1n, some peculiar letters in that first suit, that I didn't A\ write anything. 1\fostly, I went to Mrs. Carter's house and 
. called her on the phone. · 
'- The Court: . Did you, in any one of these letters or con-
< • versations over the telephone, indicate to her that 
page 42 ~ you were r~sponsive to her appeals or entreaties? 
A. No, sir. . 
The Court: Or that there was a possibility of composing 
your difficulties and resuming marital relations? 
A. No., sir. As far as I can remember, I think the reason I 
called was becam;e the letters were always tied up with some 
matter concerned with my child, and every time I would get 
excited, and call back right away to find out what was what. 
The Court: · Without referring to yonr child. did you rP--
sponcl to 11er appeals on the subject of reconciliation in the 
negative or the affirmative? 
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A. In the negative. 
Counsellor Butts: 
Q. Then the effort to effect a reconciliation was due to your 
saying· no.· Is that right f 
· A. Would you sav that question again? 
Q. The failure to effect a reconciliation was due to your say-
ing 'No'. Your conduct is the cause of there being no recon-
ciliation Y 
A. Personally, I would say not completely. 
Q. Mr. Anderson, there are only two people involved in this 
case. Is that correct? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you have said that Mrs. Anderson wanted a recon-
ciliation. Is that true? 
page 43 ~ A. That's what I said. 
. Q. Now then, one-half was willing for a recon-
ciliation. Is that true Y 
A. You said two people were concerned with it. Can I talk 
to that point Y 
The Court: Yes. 
A. I would say that in any reconciliation between me and 
her, there would be more than two people concerned. There 
would be her family's influence, and the pernicious influence 
of her sister, and that would be just as much as anything· that 
I could say. 
Counsellor Butts: 
Q. Mr. Anderson, you married just this Miss Jarvis here., 
didn't you? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And she is the one that you said asked about the recon-
ciliation. Is that righU 
A. Yes, she did. 
Q. And vou are the one who said 'No'. IR that correct? 
A. I said that I said 'No' each time, emphatically. 
Q. She said that she was willing to come back to Accomac. 
Is that true Y 
A. I said she said that once. 
page 44 } Q. You -also said that you didn't love her. Is 
that correct? 
A. Yes, I did say that. 
Q. And did you· tell her over the phone tlmt you would be . 
over there to see her one week end Y 
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A. Did I tell 1\frs. Anderson! 
Q. In one of the telephone conversations you had. Didn't 
you tell her that you would be over there for the week end? 
A. I don't recall that. 
Q. You loved lier enough to go that week end and get into 
the bed with l1er, didn't you? 
A. That depends whether ~:etting· in bed with a person con-
stitutes love. I don't know. In my particular case, it didn't. 
That's all, Mr. Anderson. 
The Court: I think I should say to you two gentleme~ that1 
it wasn't the understanding that you would go into the ques-\ 
tion of living together, or rooming· together, or being ip bed _ 
tog-ether, but that bas been brought out through her counselo_. _ 
so if you want to cross examine on that, yon inay. ___ .,,, 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Mapp: 
Q. When was the first time following this divorce decree 
that you slept in the same room, and the same bed, with your 
wife? 
A. It was Christmas. The divorce decree was 
page 45 ~ in October of 1951. Well, that Christmas, he.r 
father was in Atlanta, Georgia, on some Masonic 
business, and was taken critically ill. He suffered a slight 
stroke, and at the time., l1e was in Atlanta, with his son, and 
he was so ill that he couldn't be moved, and somebody had to 
go there to help bring him home. · 
Q. Were you asked to go? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who asked you, do vou remember? 
A. Her sister, Anna, I helieve1 as nearly as I recal!. 
Q. You went to bring him back? 
A. With her sister, Ruth. 
Q. Did your wife go down? 
A. No. 
Q. And you and her sister went, and brought him back? 
A. And the brother who was down there. He was too ill 
to be moved for a while, and we stayed there a few days in 
Atlanta. I don't remember just how long, but several days-
two or three anyway. 
Q. Your wife wasn't there., then! 
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.A. No. We came back with him. 
· .Q. Yon brought him backY 
A. I came back with them to .Hampton. 
Q. Had you planned to spend the night in Hampton f 
Where had you planned to spend that night, if any-
page 46 ~ where? 
A. When I ~;ot to Hampton that niglit, it was ap-
proximately seven o'clock .at night.;_between seven and eight 
-and originally my plan was to stay at a friend's house in 
Newport News, but when we got there, I carried him upstairs,. 
and put him in bed, and it has been so long ago, I can't recall 
exactly-but I did stay there that night. · 
Q. Did you and your wife occupy the.same roomY 
A .. Yes, we did. 
rQ .. Did you have sexual intercourse? 
A. Yes, we.did. 
,, Q. Did you promise your wife that you would return to her,. 
and resume your married life f 
A. No. No. 
Q. You are positive of thatt 
A. I am ·uositive of that. 
Q. Was it at your insistence., or your wifo's insistence, that 
you spent the night Y 
A. It was at her insistence. Do you want me to_ emplify on 
that furtllerf 
Q. It was at her insistencef 
A. That's right. 
Q. Did you spend more than one night f 
A. As nearly as I recall, when I got back there·,. 
page 47 r t1iere was a telephone call tl1ere from Mrs. Carter, 
or someone over I1ere, saying~ that Mrs. Smith had 
died. She had had a st~oke and lingered a long while, and 
died while I was clown there, and so I came immediately backr 
because we would have to get readv for tile funeral service. 
Q. What was tl1e next occasion- that you spent with your 
wife? 
A. Let's see, now. There was CiiristmRS. SI1e came over 
here to Mrs. Smith's funeral. I don't remember wI1at date,. 
but in January. Tbe first part of January. 
Q. And did you spend a night with her while she was over 
/
beret 
\ A. One night. 
' Q. WI1ere clicl you s-tay f '. 
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A. At the residence of Mrs. Carrie Carter, who is now the 
supervisor. 
1 
Q. Did you have sexual intercourse that nighU 
·A.No. 
- Q. ,:vhat was the next night you stayed with herY 
A. It was across the Bay. It was when I went over there 
on two occasions., as I recall. One when there was something 
the matter with the child's arm. I think she played basket-
ball with the team, and in the letter, she mentioned that Baby 
Florence vmnted to play in the high school basket ball team 
at Phoenix High School, and I knew her teacher. 
Q. And you went on that occasion? 
A. Yes, and contacted the lady to see if sh~ 
page 48 ~ would let the child play. I went to the g·ame, and 
· she playecl about two minutes-
Q. Did you spend the nig·ht there that night? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And again did you sleep with your wife? 
A. Yes. 
Q. At whose sug·gestion V 
A. At hers. I had my bags in Newport News. I think I 
went to Newport News, and got my bags, and brought them 
there, at her sug·g·estion. 
Q. Diel you, at that time, promise to return to live with herT 
A. No., I haven't. 
Q. When was the next time 7 
A. I received a letter about the child's grades being low, 
and, just as in the other instance, Thelma Duncan Boyd-we 
finished college together, and she is the baby's English in-
structor-
Q. Did you spend the night there that night? 
A. I did, as far as I can remember. 
Q. Did you sleep with your wife 1 
A. Well, now, as far as I can remember, if I had any sleep 
that night, it was very little, because-Well, we stayed up 
drinkimt quite a bit of the night. · 
Q. You and your wife both? 
A. Everybodv drinks there. I wouldn't say it was the ex-
ception. I don't mean anything derogatory. . 
Q. Both of you were drinking? 
page 49 ~ A. As nearly as I can recall. 
Q. Have yoit spent any other time with your 
wife? 
A. I mentioned that trip when we came through here, and 
went to Philadelphia to her sister's house, and there was some 
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trouble about the baby going· around with a fellow that wasn't 
of such a reputable character, and she couldn't control it. 
Q. And you went to Philadelphia on that account? 
A. That was when I found that the baby was in Philadel-
phia. I was excited, and called from Mrs. Carter's house, and 
suggested that we g·o at once and see if we couldn't get some-
thing straight, to talk to her, and I contacted Dr. Charlotte 
Hawkins Brown, the founder of the Palmer Memorial Insti-
tute. 
Q. How long did you stay in Philadelphia? 
A. As nearly as I can say,, it was two or three nights. 
Q. Where did you stay? 
A. At her brother's home-her sister-in-law. 
Q. Did you live together there-sleep .together? 
A. I had to sleep downstairs .on one of those short sofas, 
and I will never forget it, because I got kinks in my neck. 
Q. You didn't occupy the same bed? 
A. No. They were upstairs. 
Q. Your wife was upstairs? 
A. Yes. 
Q. One each of these occasions-have there been any others Y 
A. She came over one time. There was no sleep-
page 50 ~ ing togetlier. That was sometime during the winter 
term. Rig·bt after the decree, when I was staying 
at Sucldy Bog;gs house, right across from Fisher's Store, up 
the highway here, and, as I recall it, she came once with Baby 
Florence, and they were botl1 here. 
Q. Did you stay together Y 
A. No. Rooms across the hall, because t-he lady was par-
ticular about that-Marv Sue., that used to work at Whisper-
ing Pines-and inquired about our marital status. Tluit was 
the time that I was sick for four days. The lady only had 
one heater in the house, and I. spent the whole winter with no 
stove, and no bottoms in the .bureau drawers-
Q. Let's get back to this night? 
A. She was across the hall, and the lady put the one stove 
over there in tliat room. 1 
Q. It was always the result of an emergency, like your 
father-in-law's illness, or something to do with your child t 
A. That's right. 
Q. And you are positive that on none of these occasions you 
ever promised to go back to her Y 
A. I am positive of that. 
That's all. 
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page 51 ~ RE-CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Counsellor Butts : 
Q. Could you tell the Court here why you did get in the bed 
with your wife after October, 1951? · 
A. What do vou want me to say? 
Q. I want you to tell this Court here why you did get in the 
bed with your wife after October 4th, 1951? . 
A. Well, for two reasons :-Point No. L, just as I told my 
lawyer when he asked about another incident, it might be be-
eause I am human., and you get tired of being importuned 
after a while. You get tired of anything after a while-
Q. I don't mean to break you off-I wa.~~ your individual 
reasons. 
A. Well, that's my reason that I just gave. 
Q. Do you mind repeating it? 
A. I said I was tired of being importuned-or being ap-
proached-constantly approached. 
Q. You are telling the Court, tl1en, Mr. Anderson, that you 
got in the peel with your wife, in so many words, because she 
begged you to? 
A. One reason-
Q. And tl1e other one Y 
A. The other is due to the circumstances. There was noth-
ing else for me to do, unless I was going to pull out right then. 
I don't know whether you ever rode from Atlanta, 
page 52 ~ Georgia_. to Hampton, Virginia., but that is quite 
some distance, and it takes some doing, and just 
to rest there, it seems to me, would be one of the reasons, that 
I would list also. 
Q. But, M:r. Anderson, here is one thing, if you can possibly 
answer yes or no. The failure of reconciliation from your 
standpoint has been due from your actions? 
A. As I said before-
Q. There are only two peonle involved Y 
A. Only two people., but there are other factors-One, the 
influence of her family, and Two, the pernicious influence of 
her sister. 
Q. Why do you use the adjective 'pernicious'? 
A. Pernicious means under-handed-
Q. I know the meaning. Why did you use it t 
A. That is what I mean. 
Q. What type of influence did you use to find out tbatT 
A. Because of tl1e resulting actions. 
Q. Would you say it was inundating? 
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. Mildred Fisher. 
Q. You say it is pernicious Y -
A. Yes. 
Q. And you have been to college f 
A. Yes. 
That's all. 
page 53} RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr .. Mapp:. 
Q. When was the last of these occasions you spent with 
your wife-get it by summer, winter, or fall Y · 
.A. I am trying· to recall now. I saw my child last Septem-
ber for five minutes at school. The last time I saw her was 
when we went to Philadelphia and that was during the Labor 
Day holiday period, because we went to Atlantic City. 




a witness for the Respondent, being first duly sworn, testified 
as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Mapp~ 
Q. Your name is Mildred Fisher! 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where do yon live Y 
A. Accomac. Centerville. 
Q. That is just north of Accomacf 
A. Yes., sir. 
Q. Do you know Claude Anderson ancl Florence Anders·on f 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 54 ~ · Q. Did they live with you some years ago! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Now, in the last several months, or tbe· last year or so, 
has Claude Anderson lived with you y· 
A. Yes.; sir. 
Q. What kind of. house do yon runt 
A. A .boarding· l1ous_e. 
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Mildred Fisher. 
Q. And he boarded there? 
A. That's right. 
Q. And you have other boarders also t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long, in this last time., has he lived there with you? 
A. This winter, and two summers. 
Q. During that time, has that been while he was divorced 
from his wife f , 
A. That's right. . 
Q. Has he ever broug·ht his wife there during the period he 
bas lived there since the divorce 1 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Have you ever heard l1is .wife call him by telephone f 
A. No, I haven't. 
Q. You have a telephone f 
A. I have one, yes. 
Q. Is that telephone in a public place in the house, or where 
is itT 
A. In the hall next to the living room. 
pag·e 55 ~ Q. And you can hear the conversations of your 
boarders? 
A. That's rig·ht. 
Q. Have you ever heard hirp call his wife during that time! 
A. No, I.haven't. 
Q. Have you ever heard him discuss his marital life, or any-
thing- about his going back to his wife Y 
A. No, I haven't. 
Q. Have you ever I1card that discussed that he was not go-
ing back with her? 
Counsellor Butts: We object. 
The Court : Objection sustained. 
Mr. :Mapp: 




By Counsellor Butts: 
· Q. Mrs. Fisher, do yon know the date of the divorce betwceTI 
the Andersons? 
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Mildred Fisher. 
A. No., I can't tell you the exact date. 
Q. Could you tell the Court here whether or not they have 
been separated and apart since October, 195H 
A. Yes. 
: . Q~ But you don't know the date they got the divorce! 
A. I don't know exactly what date it was. 
page 56 ~ Q. You don't know T 
A. No. 
Q. He wasn't living with you in October of 1951 Y 
·,: A. He was living with :M:rs. Joynes. 
Q. Not with you t 
A. No, not when they put in for the divorce. 
Q. Then you don't know whether they have been living 
separate and apart since October, 1951, do you? 
A. I know they have been living separate and apart since 
he has been living ·witl1 me. . _ 
Q. I understand that, 'but you don't know whether the sep-
aration has been continuous since October of 19'51? 
A. As far as I know, it has. 
·. Q. You .couldn't say that on oath? 
A. Yes, I could. 
Q. Would it surprise you to hear that he has been in the bed 
with her since then? 
A. I don't know that. I kno,v what goes on in I11Y house. 
· Q. A lot of week ends he is gone, isn't he? 
A. Sure he goes away some week ends. 
Q. Do you know where he goes? 
· A. No, I don't. I couldn't tell you where he goes. 
That's all. 
page 57 ~ The Court: How long has he been there? You 
said last winter and two summers? 
A. This year. 
· The Court: And was it last summer? 
A. Last summer and the summer before last. 
The Court: But the winter before that he clidn 't stav there? 
A. He stayed with Mrs. Boggs that winter. · 
That's all. 
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ODESSA SAVAGE, 
:a witness for the Respondent~ being first duly sworn, testified 
as follows: · 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Mapp: 
Q. Your name is Odessa Savage? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know Claude Anderson and Florence Anderson T 
A. Yes, I clo. · 
Q. Have you known them ever since they originally came 
o.ver here to the Shore? 
A. Yes, I have. 
Q. Do you remember. when they were divorced f 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Would that be around October 4th, 1951, do you know? 
A. I don't know the exact date, but around that time. 
. Q. Since that time, has Claude Anderson ever brought his 
wife to your house Y · 
A. No, he hasn't. 
Q. Did they visit you rather regularly before 
page 58 } their divorce T 
. A. Yes, he came, and he did bring her, before 
they were divorced. 
Q. Since then, have you ever seen him bring her there Y 
A. No, he hasn't. 
Q. Hav~ you ever heard Anderson discuss his marita1 
troubles since the divorce Y 
A. No. No more than that he wanted the divorce, that was 
all. 
Q. That is referring to this divorce? 
A. That's right. 
'Q. Has he ever indicated that he would go back to her? 
A. No. · 
Counsellor Butts: Objected to as being immaterial. 
The Court: It is hearsay-a self-serving declaration, and 
subject to objection. Sustained 
Mr. Mapp: 
Q. Have you heard him call her by telephone? 
A. No. Q. Have you ever seen any indication that they are living 
together, and holding themselves out as man and wife Y 
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Odessa Savage. 
Counsellor Butts: I object. That calls for an opinion of 
the witness. 
Mr. Mapp: I think that is a physical fact. She could see 
them, for instance, at the Tasley Fair. 
The Court: She says she doesn't know about that. 
page 59 ~ 1\fr. Mapp: 
Q. How of ten do you see him Y 
A. Sometimes every week. He visits my home. 




By Counsellor Butts : 
Q. Mr. Anderson is your immediate supervisor? 
A. No. Just a friend of the family's. I am the president of 
the PTA at the High Scl1ool. 
Q. Then you don't work for the school board t 
A. No. 
Q. Do you know Mrs. Anderson here t 
A. Yes, I do. 
That's all. 
Mr. Mapp: That 1s our case, your Honor. We rest. 
Counsellor Butts : If your Honor please,. I move to strike' 
this evidence. They haven't shown anything except that there-
is a possibility of a reconciliation-that a reconciliation is: 
quite probable. The defendant takes the stand and tells your 
Honor-this is on my motion to strike-in clear and explicable· 
· language, that the complainant has very definitely 
page 60 ~ made overtures to him for a reconciliation. That 
she has ·written seven or eight letters, in some of 
which, not all, she implored him to rome back to her. In other 
words, to effect a reconciliation. That we could settle down 
either in Hampton-and then his own counsel asked about her 
offer to come back here, and she offered to come hack to Ac-
comac, and the only excuse he has is that he didn't love her, 
and he has admitted in this Court that he has lmd intercourse 
with this woman subsequent to the entry of this decree-He· 
said maybe four or five times. His own counsel asked that, 
and that was his answer. That is tlle evidence he· presented,, 
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when the burden was on him to show to this Court that no 
reconcilintion had taken place, or was probable, and that the 
~eparation had been continuous and permanent, without in-
terruption, since October 4th; 1951. And I respectfully submit 
to this Coul't that the defe_nd_ant, and _hen(!e .the..g.uilty_par_ty,_ 
~ays,. in answer to his'-own counsel, ·that he stayed with her, 
and did spend some nights with her. He further says that sho 
llas asked him on one, two, three, or four different manners, 
to come back and live with him. It is, in equity, a matter that 
gives us a lot of concern, particularly about di-
page 61 ~ vorces. It is only in cases where the Court is some-
what bound by the evidence to grant a divorce, and 
when the person himself.:-~the guilty person-comes in Court 
mid says there is a possibility of a reeonciliation by him-the 
one that doesn't ,1,ish to become reconciled. That is the effect 
of his testimonv. He cloesn 't come into Court with clean 
hands. He say; that l\Irs. A_nderRon has. asked, on numerous 
occasions, to become reconciled, and he became reconciled to 
the extent that he was willing to take advant~ge of a certain 
relationship that bore at the time, notwithstanding the a 
11iensa decree. He loved her enoiigh f ot that, hut he says in 
another breath that he doesn't love her. For the sake of 
society, and the protecti911 of society, we can ~t permit double-
talk in divorce cases. He doesn't come into Court with elean 
bands. 
The Court: vVhat is the basis of the statute permitting the 
party at fault to come into Court, and ask for a merger? 
Counsellor Butts: The basis of that is when be can show, 
from the evidence, that they have beet1 separate and apart, 
continuously, since the a niensa decree. _ 
The Court: He has made the _point that they haven't been 
togethci.· since then, for purposes of harmonizing their dif-
ferences, and for tesmnption of theh· marital status. He 
admits he slept with her, but denies that he has 
page 62 ~ ever had a~1y idea of reconcilin;g themselves in mar-
riage, so that. on his own testimony, I think he bas 
made his point. Now, if you say that he doesil 't come into 
Court with clean hands-Suppose the gTotmd was desertion, 
and he is the party ~t fault, and simply says that he deserted 
her. She had a good claim for divorce, and the Court granted 
the divorce, and he says_ I am still deserting her, and not goin~ 
to reconcile myself. How are yon going to establish that? 
,v1iat is the statute tlrnt permits the party at fault to come into 
Court and establish tbos·e facts? You come back and sav he 
has lived with her- · 
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Anna E. Jarvis. 
Counsellor Butts: That is correct. 
The Court: He says. my living with her has not re-estab-
lished ourselves in the s'tatus of husband and wife. I have to 
overrule tlJe motion. The Court doesn't know what evidence 
you are g·oing to introduce. After you have introduced you1='" 
evidence, the Court will consi<ler all the evidence. 
Counsellor Butts: My motion was merely a motion to strike 
the evidence. 
The Court: I am overruling the motion. You may put on 
your evidence. 
page 63} .ANNA E. JARVIS, 
a witness for the Complainant, being first duly 
sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Counsellor Butts: 
Q. Please state your full name? 
A. .Anna E. Jarvis. 
Q. And where do you live Y 
A. 105 Union Street, Hampton, Virginia. 
Q. What relation, if any, are you to Mrs . .Anderson hereY 
A. She is my sister. 
Q. Are you both now living in the same house? 
A. Yes, we are. . 
Q. Do you know Mr. Anderson over beret 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. That would make him your brother-in-law? 
A. That's true. 
Q. Beginning with October 4th, 1951, how often did you see 
Mr. Anderson there in Hampton Y 
A. Well, beginning October 13th,.1951, Mr. Anderson came 
over to visit his wife and daughter, who were living in my 
father's home with us-each weekend. Just about everv ,veek-
cnd. ~ 
Q. From that time until when Y 
A. From October 13th, 1951, through Easter, March of 
1952, He spent all of the Thanksg·iving holidays 
·pag·e 64 } in 1951 with his wife and daughter there in my 
father's home. All the Christmas holidays in 1951, 
lie spent the holidays there with the exception of four days 
that he went to Georgia with my sister to help bring my sick 
father back, who had gone with my brot11er to Atlanta, 
Georgia, and taken ill there. They left Christmas Day, and_:_ 
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The Court: He and his wife T 
A. No. My sister, Ruth. Mr. Anderson was spending the 
Christmas holidays with his wife and daughter. Christmas 
night, we took them to Richmond to take the train. Mr. Fris-
8elle Cook took them to Richmond to take the train out. He 
and my sister, Ruth Prescott, went to Georgia to get my father 
back home, because my father called for someone to help him 
get back, and they came back on December 29th, 1951. Mr. 
Anderson came into our home, and lived with his wife and 
daug·hter the remaining holidays during that Christmas. He 
came the weekends thereafter. There was one week in Jan-
uary that he didn't come, but he informed us that he had· not 
been over that weekend, because he had a meeting or some-
thing, and he had to be here. We weren't expecting him that 
weekend, but he came the week thereafter, and continued to 
come up until March of that year. 
Counsellor Butts : 
Q. Of what year? 
page 65 } A. Of 1952. That is when he started missing 
some weeks in March. of 1952, but he did come for 
the Easter holidays on the Friday before Easter-Good Fri-
day night-and he stayed in my father's home with' us-with 
liis wife and daug·hter-from Good Friday until Eastern Mon-
day night. He took the twenty past nine boat back from Cape 
Charles, because school opened the next day, and each week 
he came over, after the second week, l1e brought his laundry,, 
and asked his wife if she would do the laundry, and she did 
it every week. He would bring his soiled clothes, and pick up 
]tis clean ones and bring them back with him. He left his 
dirty clothes Ea,stern week, and those clothes stayed there 
until August 1952, when be returned and lived in my father's 
home with his wife and daughter. During August, the child 
went to Philadelphia to visit my brother. During the time, 
my sister wrote Mr. Anderson a letter. She wanted to put 
the child in boarding school. Re received the letter and called 
her up and told her to come tu this side, and be would meet 
ber at the Cape Charles boat. 
Q. You didn't come with her? 
A. No. 
Q. You wouldn't know about thaU 
A. No. . 
Q. She left home 1 
A. Yes. 
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page 66 }- Q. How was the system of bringing the laundry , 
worked? 
A. He brought his clothes each week in a suitcase, and left 
his soiled clothes, and picked up the clean ones, that she bad 
laundered, and brought them back, and the next week, he 
would bring the soiled ones, and pick up the clean ones. 
Q. ·when night came, where did they sleep¥ 
A. In the bedroom next to me. The room that Mrs. Ander-
~on is not occupying. · 
Q. Who el~e would sleep in the room¥ 
A. In their .;room? 
Q. Yes. ·. '.' , 
A. During the time he was there, just he and his wife were 
sleeping in the room. 
Q. And she was wasl;ting his clothes. 
A. She was doing his laundry. He brought them each week. 
Q. Have you ever had occasion to see them in tI1e room 
together? 
A. The last tim~ was in August of 1952. He was right in 
bed beside bis wife. I got tip that morning to dress to go to 
work, and I looked for my hair brnsh, and it was in my sister's 
room. I went in there and got it, and Mr. Anderson was in bed 
with his wife, and that was the last time I saw him until he 
walked in Court today. That was in August 1952, on a Mon-
day morning, which was about the third week in August, after 
he returned from Philadelphia, and brought bis 
page 67 ~ wife and child back there from Philadelphia. 
Q. At any time that he was at your house-I 
mean, by that, at the Jarvis residence-did you over-hear any 
eonversation between Mr. Anderson and his wife about build-
ing a house for themselves t 
A. Yes, I did. 
Q. What was that? 
A. Well, he was planning to move his family back over here. 
He had seen l\fr. Smith and talked with him. 
The Court: You are making a declaration. You are sup-
posed to quote. 
Counsellor Butts : 
Q. Tell what you heard either Mr: .A-nde:son or ]Hrs. Ander-
son say, in the. presence of each ot11er, m reference to the 
house-not any conclusion on your part. 
A. I know that Mr. Smith was to-
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Mr. :Mapp: No. I object. 
Counsellor Butts; 
Q. ·what did Mr. Anderson say, for example. 
A. He said he was going to build a home over here. 
The Court: ·who 'did he tell that tot 
A. His wife.· 
The Court: ·where were thev 1 
A. In my home. " iJ 
pag·e 68 ~ The Corirt: · n the attic or where? ,Vere you , 
present, or in the n . room? 
A. vV e were in the living· room. 
The Court : ·who else was there f 
A. In the living room. He was speaking· of building this 
home over here, and he told my sister that he wanted her to 
come over one weekend to see Mr. Smith about the plans, and 
she came over that weekend, and-
Mr. Mapp: I object. 
Counsellor Butts: 
Q. All you know is that she left the house? 
A. Yes. She and the child did. 
That's all. Answer these gentlemen. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Mapp: 
Q. How do you happen to remember all these dates. Did 
vou write them down? 
" A. No. I am speaking of the thing·s that happened when he 
came over. 
Q. You said that the first visit was October 13th, 1951 Y 
A. That is true. 
Q. How did you happen fo rememb.er October 13th, 19.51? 
A. Because I was here in Court the day that Mrs. 
page 69 ~ Anderson's decree was entei·ed, wheµ it was heard 
ore ten1.ts. We went back to :a:ampt9n that after-
·noon. Mrs. Anderson returned th~t Sunday night, which ",.a~ 
October 13th-that ·was six days after she l1a<l been home. Mr 
Anderson came over there. That's when be began to live with 
llis wife. 
Q. What day was October 13th 1 
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·Anna E. Jarvis. 
A. It was Thursday. 
Q. You didn't write it down? You are just going by mem-
orv f 
A. I didn't write it clown. It was on a Thursday. 
Q. Have you looked these days up since this matter came 
up? 
A. ~o, I haven't. 
Q. You are telling the Court tlmt your sister divorced 
Anderson, and that he came right over the following weekY 
A. Yes. Her decree was entered on October 4th. She came 
l1ome Sunday night, and the following Saturday he was there. 
Q. Weren't they right at that time having a knock-down, 
and dragout fight over paying attorney's fees, and Anderson 
couldn't get the fees? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. You don't remember anything about thaU 
A. I don't know about the fees. . 
Q. You say that he came over December 27th, 1951. Is that 
righU 
A. I didn't say he came on the 27t11. 
Q. ·what day was it T 
page 70 ~ A. He came for the Christmas· holidavs in 1951. 
Q. -what date did he come over? · 
A. During Christmas? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Either Friday night, or Saturday morning, before 
Christmas. 
Mr. Mapp: If your Honor please, I would like to go-
A. He was there Christmas Eve, which was Sunday, I be-
lieve. 
Mr. Mapp: I would like to go back to the first part of her 
testimony. I think she testified that he came on December 
29th. 
A. I said that he came back from Georgfo on December 29th. 
I know what I am talking about.. ·· 
Q. Did you put those dates down 1 
A. No. I just remember from wb_at happened. 
Q. "\Vere they getting along fine during that period 7 
A. Yes, they were. 
Q. Why didn't she come over here and live with him? 
Counsellor Butts : I object. 
. J 
I 
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.Anna E. Jar·vis. 
A. She came over here seYeral weeks to visit him. He had 
no place prepared for her to live. 
Q. During their married life, he had a place here, didn't 
heY 
A. And she has come over here and lived with him, too. 
Q. When was that? 
A. During the time when Mrs. Smith died, to 
page 71 ~ attend her funeral and another time to see Mr. 
Smith concerning the house plans-she and her 
<1aug·hter. . 
Q. So actually, she has been over here since October 4th, 
1951, only twice! 
A. To my knowledge. 
Q. You say t;lrnt he brought his clothes over each week to 
be laundered f 
A. Yes, he did. In a big suitcase. 
Q. And she would launder his clothes? 
A. Yes. 
Q. All of his clothes, or-
A. I don't know whether it was all the clothes he wore dur-
ing that week. I presume it was. Shirts, underwear, and 
pyjamas. 
Q. Would you be able to explain how, during that same time, 
he was having· his clothes washed over here Y 
A. I don't know. I can only tell you what be brought to 
my home. 
Q. You say he was over there in August, 1952? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And his daughter went to Phi]adelpbia? 
A. That's rtght. 
Q. But you later mentioned that his wife called him over 
l1ere. 
A. She wrote him a letter concerning the child. She wanted 
to put the child in boarding school, and asked him would he 
be able to help. 
1mge 72 ~ Q. If he was over there, why would she write? 
A. He left Easter Sunday and didn't retur.n 
1.mtil August. 
Q. He didn't come back until August Y 
A. No. . 
Q. What happened during- that period 7 
A. I don't know, but he didn't return to see his wife and 
-daughter between Easter 1952, and August 1952. 
Q: And he came in Aug'Ust of 1952, and bas never been back 
since then. Is that righU 
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A. That is true. 
Q. His wife hasn't been over here since August f 
A. To my knowledge,· she hasn't. 
The Court: ·what e:i:planantion did he make for .failing to 
come between Eastern and AugusU 
A. His wife came over here. He called and told her to come 
over to talk. concerning· Florence, the chiid, about sending her 
to boarding school. The child was in Philadelphia, and Mr. 
and Mrs. 'Anderson went to Philadelphia. 
Mr. Mapp: 
· Q. At ·that time f 
A. Yes. 
Q. After Easter and before August, of last yearf 
A. Yes. This past August, 1952. He broug·ht them back 
• home to 105 Union Street. 
page 73 ~ The Court: I thought that he testifi~d that he 
. and his wife went to Philad~lphia in September, 
and went to Atlantic City over Labor Day! 
A. It was in August. The third week in Aug·ust. 
If r , : . ! / f • •1 ; " iJ . i 1 • • ' 
Mr. Mapp: 
Q. How are you so positive? 
A. Listen, I was right there in my own borne. I have a 
mind of my own. I can remember. 
Q. You didn't write it down f 
A. No. I had no cause to write them down. I was present 
durin,g; the time he was in the home: · · 
<Q. You are Attorney Butts' secretary, are you not? A. Yes, I am. · •r-- . Counsellor Butts: · If your Honor please, ·1 can't see the 
materiality of that, ancl plove to strike it out. I don't see tl1at 
1he employee relationship ]ms anything to do with her memory. 
J\fr. Mapp: . 
Q. How_ was Anderson able to build a house, financially t. 
Counsellor Butts: Objected to. 
The Court: Objection sustained. 
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R. L. Srnith . 
.Mr. Mapp: 
Q. Did you say you con't know? 
page 7 4 ~ A. I don't know how he could do it :financially. 
Q. You know that he was heavily in debt? 
A. He seemed to have been. He even had l\Ir. Smith come to 
my home. Mr. Smith sat in my living room, and went over 
plans with his wife, concerning the house. 
The Court: Mr. Smith went to your house f 
A. Yes, he certainly did. 
The Court: To discuss with 1\Irs. Anderson, the plans for 
the housef 
A. Yes. Because when she came here, he was away, and he 
left the plans, and he was coming· to Hampton one Sunday to 
see his brother, and while he was visiting, he came by the 
house with the plans, and they met in my living room. 
The Court: How long did he ~tay there in August 1 
A. Sunday night, they came there between nine and nine-
thirty. 
The Court: Who do you mean by 'they'? 
A. Mr. Anderson, his daughtm:, ancl Sue Parker. 
The Court: That's when she went to Philadelpl1ia and 
brought her home? 
A. Yes. 
The Court: "What time was that f 
A. I think the third week in August. The child went the 
first part of Aug-ust, and stayed two weeks, and he went there 
and brought them back. 
The Court: That's all. 
page 75 ~ R. L. SMITH, 
a witness for the Complainant, being first duly 
sworn, testified as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Counsellor Butts: 
·Q. What is your name? 
A. R. L. Smith. 
Q. And you business¥ 
A.. Building contractor. 
Q. Do you know Mr. Anderson beref· 
A. Yes. 
Q. You live here in Accomac! 
A. Yes. 
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R. L. Smith. 
Q. And have been knowing Mr. Anderson some time? 
A. I have known him since he come over here. 
Q. Did, some time ago, Mr. Anderson di~cuss with you the 
building- of a house? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did he pick out the plans? 
A. Yes. Picked out some plans. 
Q. Was it ever carried through Y 
A. No, it wasn't carried through. 
Q. Did you have any conversation with Mrs. Anderson 
a bout the house, too Y 
A. Yes. I think I did. I believe she was over here. I think 
she came over here. 
Q. That's all. Answer these gentlemen. 
page 76 ~ CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Mapp: 
Q. How long ago was that Y 
A. ·wen, I suppose about a year ago. I don't know exactly. 
Last year, I think. 
Q. .Any idea what month it was in¥ 
A. No, I don't. I don't remember. 
Q. But you discussed it? You are sure that they were here, 
and not somewhere else? 
A. I think Mrs. Anderson came over here. I think she came 
over here when we discussed the house. She wasn't living 
here at the.time, but I think she came over. 
Q. And nothing was done with the house Y 
A. No. 
That's all. 
The Court: Did you have occasion to go to Hampton to 
discuss it with either one of them? 
A. I don't remember discussing it. Let's see. I think I 
saw Mrs. Anderson once in Hampton, and we mig·ht have dis-
cussed it since that time, perhaps. I think I met her on the 
street. 
The Court: Did you go there for that purpose? 
A. No. I have a sister-in-law there. · 
The Court: Do you recall definitely that you discussed a 
building program with her? 
A. I know I have discussed it, but not whether 
page 77 r we discussed it there or not, but I didn't go there 
for that purpose. 
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The Court: Here is what I have in mind. If they weren't 
living together here last year, and he says they weren't, and 
she wasn't living over l1ere, if you discussed with them; or 
either of them, the question of building a house for him, or her, 
or them, it must have left some impression 011 your mind. You 
knew that tliey were separated t 
A. I knew that, yes. 
The Court: You knew she, wasn't living over here? 
A. Yes. · 
The Court: Could you say if you discussed it with him and 
her over here! · 
· A. It isn't very fresh in my mind. 
The Court: I think you were introduced primarily for the 
purpose of giving the Court that evidence. Could you refresh 
your mind, and give the Court some trustworthy evidence on 
that point? . 
A. Mr. Anderson told me they wanted a house, and that his 
wife would be over here, and, as I remember, they came over 
and came to my house. I am not definite about it. . · 
The Court: ·you are not certain vou discussed it with them 
at your house¥ · ' 
A. I am not. I didn't pay too much attention if they didn't 
carry through. I never saw them again. 
The Court: You were presented by Mrs. Ander-
page 78 ~ son's attorney for the purpose of showing that they 
had discussed with you the building of the house 
for the resumption of marital relations. You may not know 
anything about that, but you are not clear whether they dis-
cussed it, or what they discussed. · 
A. No, I am not clear. 
That's all. 
REVEREND J. W. PATTERSON, 
a witness for the Complainant, being first duly sworn, testi-
fied as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv Counsellor Butts: 
· Q. Will you please state wour full name, Doctor. Y 
A. ,Jesse Woodell Patterson. 
Q. You are the pastor of what church Y 
A. First Baptist, in Hampton. 
52 Supreme Court of Appeals of Yi rginia 
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Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Anderson heref 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Acquainte_d with Mrs. Anderson? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been knowing either or both of themf 
A. I couldn't tell just the number of years, but I been know-
ing Florence since she was a child. 
page 79 ~ Q. How long for Mr. Anderson? 
A. Just bcf ore their marriage to the present. I 
met him at the school first. Met him and her at the Hampton 
Institute. 
Q. Calling your attention to either 1951 or 1952, did you 
see Mr. Anderson in Hampton? 
A. Yes. I am .sure· I did. I know I saw him. As to the 
years, I don't know whether I could give them exaet, as to 
1951 or 1952; but I have seen him there inside the last eighteen 
months. 
Q. ·wbere did you see him, sir T _ 
A. The first time I saw him,. I met him on King Street, right 
opposite the church. I remember that particularly, because 
I was interested in him, and had been writing him letters~ 
trying to show him my point o.n some things, and when I saw 
him in Hampton, I said, My son, I just love you. I put my 
arm around his shoulder, and told him he was taking the right 
course in life. 
Q. What was it you congTatulated him-
Mr. Mapp: We object. 
The Court: Bearing upon this question, it is permissible 
Counsellor Butts: 
Q. ·what did you congratulate him? 
A. That be was coming back to his wife's home. 
Q. Could you tell the Court what he said f 
page 80 ~ A. He didn't reply either pro or eon. He just 
smiled, as I rc~call. He accepted with a smile m~r 
expressions of joy at seeing him coming hack to his home, and 
those were tl1e remarks I had for him, and we talked a few 
minutes. He seemed to be very happy at my words of con-
gratulation and thanks for his returnirn!;. 
Q. How often did you see l1im over there 1 
A. I don't recall. As to the number of times, I don't recall. 
He was there often on weekends, and I would meet him on the 
street. The next meeting of significance to me, and that im-
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pressed itself on me, was in Mr. Jarvis' home. I went there 
Qlle e-vening to visit, and he was there, and I still felt the same 
joy at seeing him there. Those are the only times that im-
pressed themselves on me. I couldn't be definite as to times 
or place. 
Q". vVas that when Mr. Jarvis was ilH 
A. Yes. 
Q. You did see him there at that time¥ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did he say anything· to you about any future plans¥ 
A. I do not recall that he did Y 
That's. all. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Mapp: . 
Q. Reverend, do you know, or not know, whether 
page 8)- ~ they were living together at that time, or whether 
he was just visiting in the home? 
A. I guess when I see a man going to his home, as I go to 
mine, the presumption is that it is his home, and if his wife 
is there, it is his wife, so far as other things are concerned, 
I don't know what goes on. 
That's all. 
JOHN CARTER, 
a witness for the Complainant, being first duly sworn, testi-
fied as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Counsellor Butts: 
·Q. Ple-ase state your full name? 
A. ,John Carter. That's it. 
Q. You live here in ~l\ccomac? 
A. In Onancock. Accomack County. 
Q. Do you know Mr. Anderson here? 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. And l\frs. Anderson? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you know a former supervisor here by the name of 
:Mrs. Smith Y 
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A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Do you recall the approximate date of her death T 
A. Not positively, but I think it was some time 
page 82 ~ during the latter part of December, a year ago. 
Q. In 19527 
A. Yes. 
The Court : Do you mean this past December Y 
Counsellor Butts: 
Q. Do you mean 1951 or 1952 Y 
A. I can't say positively. 
I 
The Court : This Christmas, or the one before f 
A. I think it was during December that we attended the 
funeral. 
Counsellor Butts : 
Q. This past Christmas, or the Christmas before T • 
A. This Christmas, I think. 
Q. Just five months ago 7 
A. No. A year ago. 
Q. Then that was Christmas of 1951 T 
A. I sh.ould think so. 
Mr'. Mapp: We can agree that it was 1951. 
Counsellor Butts : Yes. 
Q. Did you see Mr. and Mrs. Anderson any time around the 
time of Mrs. Smith's funeral Y 
A. I can't recall. 
Q. You don't recall seeing either· Mr. Anderson, or Mrs. 
Anderson? 
A. I do not. 
page 83 ~ That will be all. 
Mr. Mapp: No questions. 
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·~t witness for the Complainant, being first duly sworn, testi;. 
fled as f qllows: · 
DIRECT EX.A.MIN.A.TION. 
By Counsellor Butts: 
Q. What is your full name Y 
A.. My full name is Carrie Montgomery Carter: 
Q. .A.nd what is your business, or profession Y 
A.. Supervisor of Negro Schools here in .A.ccomackY 
Q. Then you succeeded Mrs. Smith? 
A.. Yes. 
Q. What was Mrs. Smith's first name 7 
A. Mary. 
Q. Just roughly, when did Mrs. Mary Smith die~Oh, we 
agreed it was December 1951-that is correct. You were not 
~uperintendent at that time? 
A. No. 
Q. Do you know Mr. Anderson here Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you know Mrs. Anderson? 
A. Yes. 
Q. How long have you know either, or both Y 
page 84 ~ A.. A.round six years. 
Q. Did you know that they obtained an a mensa 
-decree in October of 1951 Y 
A.. No. 
Q. Did you see them in December of 1951 Y 
The Oourt: Where Y 
Counsellor Butts : 
Q. In Accomac Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where were you when you saw them 1 
A. On one occasion they were in my home! 
Q. And how long- did they stay there Y 
A. They spent the night there? 
Q. Here in.A.ccomack? You live on the Eastern Shore, don't 
you? 
A. I live in Onancock. 
Q. If your Honor please, I just use the word Accomac ge-
nerically. Then, here in Onacock, Mr. and Mrs . .Anderson 
spent the night with you Y 
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A. Yes. The day of :Mrs. Smith's funeral, they spent the 
night that night. 
Q. And that was in December, 1951? 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Have you seen them together since then t 
page 85 ~ A. I don't remember having seen them, because 
Mrs. Anderson left the next day, and I don't re-
member seeing them since. Mrs. Anderson, I mean. Natur-
ally, I have seen Mr. Anderson since then. 




By Mr. Mapp: 
Q. You knew at the time that they were there that they 
were divorced, didn't you f 
A. No, I didn't. 
Q. You didn't know that Mrs. Anderson had obtained a 
divorceY 
A. No. 
Q. Did you know at that time that Mrs. Anderson was not 
living on the Eastern Shore? 
A. vVell, she was over at Hampton, I believe, at that timep 
Q. And was over here for what purpose Y 
. A. I believe she came for the funeral. 
Q. And you knew, of course, that Claude Anderson was 
iiving· here? He was teaching school, was he not, each day Y 
A. That's right. 
Q. And they spent just that one night there! 
page 86 ~ A. Yes. 
That's all. 
RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv Counsellor Butts: 
., (l. Mrs. Carter, you were, of course, of the opinion, I be-
iievc you said, that they were still man and wife? 
A. Yes, I was of the opinion that they were still man and 
wife. 
Q. Otherwise, yon ,vouldn 't have permitted them to stay 
in your house Y 
I 
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A. That is true. 
Q. Was the conduct of Mr. Anderson other than that of a 
husban<l toward a wife Y 
A. They a~ted as wife and husband. 
That's all. 
CONNIE T. AUSTIN, 
a witness for the Comuplainant, being first duly sworn, testi-
fied as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv Counsellor Butts: 
"Q. What is your full name? 
A. Connie T. Austin. 
Q. ·where do you live, Mrs. Austin Y 
A. 3215 Madison Avenue, Newport News. 
Q. Mrs. Austin, how long have you been knowing 
page 87 ~ Mr. Anderson the defendant in this suiU 
A. I met Mr. Anderson in 1933. 
Q. You were quite a young lady then, weren't you Y 
A. Yes. 
Q. And you know Mrs. Anderson? 
A. I met Mrs. Anderson in 1940. 
Q. You knew Mr. Anderson, then, longer than you knew Mrs. 
Anderson? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where were you living in 19527 
A. At Hampton, :Virginia, at 217 Locust Street. 
Q. Tell the Court approximately how far that was from 
the Jarvis home-in blocks Y 
A. Four or five blocks. 
Q. About two up and two over. Is that about cprrecU 
A. Yes. 
Q. In the same central neighborhood? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Has Mr. and Mrs. Anderson ever had the occasion to 
visit your home iu the past year? 
A Oh, yes, many times 
Q. Approximately how many timesY 
A. Mr. Anderson was coming over. They came to my 
house almost every time they came over. About 
page 88 ~ every other weekend between October, 1951 and 
April of 1952. 
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Q. Have they ever had occasion to stay at your house over 
night? 
A. Yes, they have. 
Q. And when was that, Mrs. Austin? . 
A. It was either in late .January of 1952, or eai"ly in Febru-
ary, they they spent one night there. 
Q. At your house? 
A. Yes. 
Q. And which room did they sleep in? 
A. In my son's bedroom. 
Q. Do you mean they stayed in there alone? 
A. Yes. My son is in Vermont. 
Q. "\Vas Mr. Anderson's conduct towards his wife other 
than that of a husband T 
A. No . 
. Q. Did you see any particular difference in them? 
A. No, I didn't. 
Answer these gentlemen. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Mapp: 
Q. You don't remember him coming over since April 1952? 
A. No, he hasn't been over since April, 1952. Not to my 
house. · 
Q. You are very friendly with the family, aren't 
page 89 ~ you? . 
A. Yes. 
Q. You see them almost weekly? 
A. Yes. 





a witness for the Complainant, being first duly sworn, testi-
fied as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv Counsellor Butts : 
·Q. What is your full name? 
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A. E. Firsselle Cook. 
Q. Mr. Cook, what relation, if any, are you to Mrs . .Ander-
son¥ 
A~ She is my wife's sister. 
Q. Do you know Mr. Anderson here Y 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Where do you live, Mr. Cook. 
A. 317 Locust Street, Hampton. 
Q. Roughly, how far is that from the .Jarvis residence? 
A. About-Going direct, three city blocks. 
Q. In the immediate neighborhood T 
A. Yes. 
Q. Now, beginning with October, 1951, have you seen Mr. 
Anderson here at the Jarvis home f 
A. Y cs, I have. 
Q. Roughly, beginning with October, about how many times 
have you seen him over there f 
page 90 ~ · A. I couldn't say. I have seen him there. . 
Q. And do you recall any particular time that he 
was there on any occasion 1 
A. ·when the father had a heart attack sometime after De-
eember of 1951. It should have been around January or Feb-
ruary. 
Q. ·when he was there at the Jarvis home, with whom did he 
sleep! 
A. Well, I haven't seen him sleeping with anyone: 
Q. How many rooms are in the house? 
A. Eight. Four bedrooms. 
Q. Was he there, for instance, beginning with October Y 
Could you tell the Court how often you would see him over 
there? 
A. I couldn't say specifically. I know he was there during 
the Christmas holidays of 1951, and I would feel safe to say 
he came back once or twice immediately following that period, 
<luring the month or two following that. 
Q. How many days would he stay when he came over Y 
A. I imagine mostly weekends. It was during the winter 
when I was working .. 
Q. Did be conduct himself at the time as a husband towards 
Mrs. Anderson here? 
A. As far as I know. 
Answer these gentlemen. 
. .. !, ! 
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page 91 t CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
By Mr. Mapp: · 
Q. Cook, you don't actually know how he conducted him-
self, do you Y Good, bad, husband, or wife, or what, do you t 
A. Just normal, as far as I know. 
Q. Pleasant to you and to other people Y 
A. He has always been pleasant to me. 
That's all. 
Counsellor Butts: If your Honor please, the daughter of 
the Defendant is here in Court. She is in the witness room, 
and I just wouldn't want to call her as a witness. I would 
appreciate it if the Court would call her. 
The Court : How old is she Y 
Counsellor Butts: Fifteen. 
The Court : The Court is not going to call her. It is up to 
you gentlemen. If y<_?u want to. call her, you may 
Counsellor Butts: I will call her. 
FLORENCE ANDERSON, 
a witness for the Corripl~inant, being first duly sworn, testi-
fied as follows : 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
_By Counsellor Butts : 
Q. What is your name, miss f 
A. Florence Anderson. 
Q. Where do you live f 
·page 92 r A. 105 Union Street; Hampton, Virginia. 
Q~ How long have you been living there f 
A. I have been living there since we were back. For two 
vears now. 
· Q. Were you over tliere in October, 1951 t 
· A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. Do you know what date in October, 1951, you went over 
to Union Street Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long had yon been there before your father came to 
see youf 
A. A week. 
Q. How long did he stay t 
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A.. He came on weekends. 
Q. How long did he stay 1 
A.. E'rom .h,riday night until Saturday night. 
Q. From Friday to Saturday! 
A. From .h.,riday night to Sunday night. 
Q. Where did he sleep f . 
. A. In the room with my mother. 
Q. Did he do that every weekend he came over Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did that keep on 1 
A. Up until the week during Easter week, of 
page 93 ~ 1952. 
Q. Then October, November, December, Janu-
ary, February, March, and up to the first week in April, he 
came there every weekend f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And slept with your mother! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. ·who washed his clothes? 
A. My mother. · 
Q. How did he get them 7 
A. ·whenever he came over on weekends, he got them. 
Q. Didn't you go to Philadelphia last year? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did your father come to see you while you were there? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did your mother come, too 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. · How long did you stay up there Y Your mother and 
father-bow long did they stay in Philadelphia? 
A. I don't remember. They came in the middle of the week 
to get me. . 
Q. Didn't stay long that time, did they? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Did you ever go to Atlantic City with them at any time? 
A. Yes. 
page 94 ~ Q. ·when was thaU 
A. During the time we were in Philadelphia. 
Q. How long did you stay in Atlantic City? 
A. Just for the day. · 
Q. You just made a trip to Atlantic CityT 
·A .. vVe spent the day, yes, sir. . 
Q. Did you, your father and your mother go any other 
place, other than Phihtdelphia together, that you can remem-
herY 
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A. I don't think so. Oh, yes, to W ashiugton, on our way 
back from Philadelphia. 
Q. But substantially the same trip? You just came through 
W ashingtou? 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. The three of you were togethe·r T 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did you go into any public places, such as hotels, on your 
way backY 
A. No. 
Q. Where did you eat Y 
A. We stayed at my aunt's and uncle's house. 
Q. Where was thaU 
A. In Washington. 
page 95 } Q. How long did you stay there? 
A. Over-night. 
Q. That was your uncle on which side? 
A. My father's side. 
Q. Do you know whether or not your uncle knew your 
mother? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And the three of you stayed at your uncle's that night 
there in Washington, D. C. Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And next morning you resumed your travels to where 
you were going? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have you, your father, and mother, stayed here in Acco-
mac together since October, 1951 Y 
A. No, sir; I don't think so. I don't remember. 
Q. You don't recall that Y 
A. N~, sir. · 
You may take the witness. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Mapp: 
Q. Are you sure you stayed over-night in vV ashington Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Where did you stay Y 
A. Uncle Lewis' house. 
page 96 } Q. Where did your father sleep Y 
A. Out in the dining room-the living room. 
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Q. Where did you sleep? 
A. With my mother. 
Q. Do you remember coming ov~r here, and staying up the 
road here, spending the night with your mother, and you and 
your mother slept in one room, and your father in another? 
A. No. 
Q. Start and remember. It was real cold, and they had to 
put a stove in the room that you and your mo~her slept in. 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. Do you remember Mary Boggs 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. It was her house. Can you remember now T 
A. No, sir. 
Q. When is the last time you have seen your father? 
A. Last August, when we came back from Philadelphia. 
Q. That was in the last week of August, last year? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And you remember that because you went to school the 
next week? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And that is why you remember T 
A. Yes, sir. 
page 97 } Q. You have seen your father since then, haven't 
you? 
A. Oh, yes. A few days after he stopped by the school on 
his way to Richmond, to a teachers' conference. 
Q. ·That is the last time you have seen him, and you got to-
gether-the last week in August? 
A. Yes, sir. 
·Q. Has your father been in Hampton since thenT 
A. No, sir. 
·Q. Have you seen him over them T 
A. No, sir. 
That's all. 
FLORENCE ANDERSON, 
the Complainant, being first duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
Bv Counsellor Butts : 
0 Q. What is your full name Y 
A. Florence Jarvis Anderson. 
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Q. In October, of 1951, you procur~d an a mensa decree 
against your husband, Mr. Anderson. Is that trueY 
A. Yes. · 
Q. Do you have a copy of it Y 
A. Yes, I do. 
Q. Since October 4th, 1951, has a reconciliation taken place 
between you and Mr. Andersonf 
A. Yes. 
page 98 } Q. Has the separation been continuous and 
permanent, and without intei·ruption since Octo-
ber, 19511 
A. No. 
Q. Is a reconciliation probable between you? Is it possible . 
that.you and he can get back together as man and wire-from 
your standpoint? 
A.· FrQtn:my standpoint. 
Q. I .dim 't know what day October 4th was, but whatever 
day it was., how long after this divorce before you saw your 
husband ag·ain f -
A. I came to Court on the 4th. That was the date of the 
divorce proceedings. Sttnday-the following S11riday, I left 
there and went to Hampton, and the following Saturday 1 he 
came over to Hampton. 
The Court: That _is a Iarg·e city. 
A. To 105 Union Street, Hampton. 
Counsellor Butts: 
Q. Did you have any conversation witl1 him f 
A. Yes, I did. . 
Q. Tell the Court what conversation you had with your hus-
bandf 
A. He went to my sister's, and then called me on the tele-
phone and told me that he was in town. 
Q. What sister was that? 
· A. Lillian Cook. 
page 99 r Q. This Mr. Frisselle 's wife? 
A. Thnt,s right. 
Q. Proceed. 
A. He wanted to see tlle child, and I told bim yes, and sent 
the child around tl1ere. He brought the child back to the· 
house. He didn't ~;et out of tbe car rig·ht away. He stayed 
in front of the house in the car, and my sister came up-AnnE_t 
,Jarvis- and talked with him, ·and he came in. He took her 
to Newport N e-ivs., and they came back, and she offered him 
dinner, and he had dinner. 
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Q. Did he accept? 
A. Yes, he accepted. She· prepared cl.inner and he ate with 
her. He came· in and spoke, and at first, there wasn't any-
thing said, and then he asked was I going back that evening 
to my sister''s, and I said, Yes, mid on my way, I stopped at 
a neighboir's,. ]\frs. Bessie Sclater., and while I was there, he 
came in, and asked was I on my way to Mrs. Cook's, and I said, 
Yes, and we left together. I had b0ught two or three articles, 
and after he bought the socks,. he sent them back to 105 Union 
Street, and we· stopped to· the house on our way to Mr. Cooks 
and picked up the socks, and played pinochle, and stayed until 
one that morning,, and he asked was I ready to go, and I told 
him yes, a:nd we g·ot in the ear, and he asked me if I had to 
g-o home, and I said not particularly, and we 
page 100 ~ started up the highway, and he wanted me to go 
to a hotel to stay, m:id I told him no, I wouldn't 
go to hotels, and if he wanted to, he could come back to my 
father's house, and he mentioned what would your father say. 
I said my father basn 't interfered one way or the other., and 
if you want to come back, it is all right,. and he came back then, 
·and practically every week end after t11at, be came, and we 
lived together as man and wife. 
Q. You washed his clothes? 
A. I did. 
o. You prepared his meals? 
A. I did. 
Q. Did you and him have any discussion about building a 
house? 1 
A.. Yes, we did. 
Q. And where was the house to be built? 
A. To be built in Accomac. 
Q. And did he discuss with you at one time about some 
financial difficulties he was in Y 
A. Yes, he did. 
Q. And vou lent him some money f 
A. Yes, I did. 
Q. How did you do liis laundry? For example, what system 
was there? 
A. When he came over, he would bring Ms 
page 101 } soiled clothes.. and leave those, and I would do 
._ those along with my little girl's and my own 
laundrv-I did our c]ofl1es separate from the others in tl1e 
house, ··and I would put them upstairs, nncl he would g-et t.l1em 
the 11ext week end, and leave the soiled thfaigs, and tliat con-
tinued until Easter, and when he left that Easter, he left a 
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supply of clothes at the house, and· didn't pick them up,_ and 
then he wrote me a letter, the 31st of December, 1952., and 
asked would I send him what belongings I had, and stated that 
he had tried to straig·hten up, and found that ];le couldn't, and 
for me to send bis belongings and papers. I didn't have any 
papers, so I packed bis laundry. I .think I sent them in March. 
I have the slip from the post office. 
Q. J 'QSt March of this year f . 
A. This year. I have the receipted slip. I just got the 
package here a few days before I got the notice to appear to 
have depositions taken, that I sent his clothes that he had left 
there over a year ago. 
Q. Less than two months ag·o is when you sent his last 
laundry back? 
A. That's right. 
Q. You sent his laundry one month, arid got a notice to come 
to Court the next Y 
A. That's right. 
Q. Now, from October of 1951 until Easter of 1952, you said 
you saw this man every week encl? · 
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he was over there just about any week end. 
Q. Had you and him effected a reconciliation? · 
A. Yes, as far as I knew. 
Q. And you lived together from October until April? 
A. That's right. 
Q. Did he ever, during that period of time, tell you that he 
was just coming· there to see you because you were a woman~ 
or anything? 
A. No. 
Q. When did you first hear him say he got in bed with you 
because you bep:ged him to T 
A. The first I heard of it is when he mentioned it here to-
day. 
Q. Have vou ever begged him to get in bed with you? 
A. No, I haven't. 
Q. Take those three checks. Beginning with the one on top, 
what was that for? 
A. Mutual Loan and Savings, Inc .. for $60.00. That was the 
payment on the 'car-not the one he has now. I don't know 
about this one, but that was the Plymouth. 
Q. What is the sum of this one? · 
A. $60.00. 
Q. To Mutual Loan and Savings ~ssocia'tion f 
A. That's right. 
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.A. Claude Vv . .Anderson. 
Q. Now the other. What is that fort 
A. ·The next one is to Claude W. Anderson. ·The sum of 
$10.00 I let him have. 
Q. For what purpose! 
A. I don't know. He met me, and he asked me for $10.00, 
and I let him have it. 
Q. That is November of 1951. Is that correct? 
A. That is correct. 
Q. I offe.r both of these in evidence? 
The Court: Admitted. 
Counsellor Butts : 
Q. ,vhat is the next' 
A. Old Dominion Small Loan for $19.30. I let him have it 
to pay a loan company in Newport News. 
Q. What is that date? 
A. December 14th., 1951. 
Counsellor Butts : I offer this one in evidence. 
The Court: Admitted. · 
Counsellor Butts : 
Q. Has Mr . .Anderson sent you any of that money back! 
.A. No. I haven't received ariy. · 
Q. Was that since you and him .effected this 
page 104 } reconciliation Y · 
A. That's right. Whatever I could do as his 
wife, whenever he asked me to. help with. his obligations, I 
gave what I could to help him. 
Q. You treated him as a husband. Is that it Y 
A. Yes, I did. 
Q. When you came to Mrs. Smith's funeral, did you come 
to see your husband? 
A. Yes, I did. · . 
Q. Have you been in otl1er cities with your husband! 
A. I went to Philadelphia, and spent the day in Atlantic 
City, tog-ether with other relatives, and stopped in Washing-
ton, and spent the day in Washington on our way back to 
H~mpton, on the trip to get the child this summer. 
Q. Mrs. Anderson, you have been married to this gentleman 
for a number of years prior to the separation? 
A. Yes. 





Q. Close to fifteen f 
A. Yes. The 27th of May,, she· wiJT l!m fifteerr. 
Q~ And slilce October· of 1951:, yoa s-ay you· have washed for 
him T Is that correct? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Coofued- f o-r· him f 
A. Yes. 
page 105 ~ .Q .. Loone'd him moneyi 
· . A. Yes. 
Q. And·&.!epfwith him r 
A. Yes .. ., 
Q. Except for getting a divorce, what else could you have 
done for him? 
A. I don't know. 
That's all. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Mapp~ 
Q. Coulcln't you have let up on the $75 .. 00 a month. tllat tI1e 
school board sent you 1 
CounseHm- Butts:- We obje·ct.. We offered to dismiss the 
suit .. 
Mr. Mapp: Just about ten days .ago. 
Q. I repeat my_ question., 
A. I wasn 1t aslrnd to Jet up. I did nothing about the money 
part. The money came.. He gave me no money from the part 
he got. As far as I knew, it was agreeable. The $75.00 would 
go to the support of tl1e cl1i1d. 
Q. Not for you.r support 1 . 
A. I got very little out of Hie $75.00 for myself. 
Q. You did get something f 
page 106 }- A. .As far as spending on myself, it was to sup-
port the child. 
Q. Actually, in tl1e Court Order, you got $50.00 and the· 
child $25.00? 
A. That's ri~ht. 
Q. You could have-come over here and tried to make a home, 
could you not f . 
A. With t11e cnilcl in scl100I, re~istered, I Jiacl to stay over 
there to look after the cI1ilcl. I had no one to leave a fourteen-
year old with. It is quite a responsiMlity, to get a responsi-
· Flore1we J, ~:rvi~ A~q~rspn. v-~ OI~yge W! A.¥derson. 6~ 
Florfl~9e ~~i4f:3r-~on~ 
ble person to t&~~ my place iµ the child'$ life. I thought it 
w~& my rluty to ~t~y qv~r. there. · 
Q. J\r~m 't ther~ sphqql~ ov~i~ he1~~ gpod enough for your 
child 01 · · · ·· -
A. Her fath~r diµn 't think SQ. 
Q. You were staying over there at his request 1 
4~ The first time the child went back to Hampton., I was 
supposed t~ go and stay i11, t~e apartm~nt to l~eep the child 
in school. · · 
Q. niµn 't Anderson, r,rev.ious to this divorce, st<>p t~e rent 
on the apartment, &ml gtv~ -µp t~1c iease ¥ 
A. Yes. 
Q. Yq11 ~idn ~t clQ it-::-h~ did? 
A. Yes. I came over here to live with him. 
Q~ .t\.nd then yo1.1 ~ay that 11e want~c:1 you to go ba~k and stay 
all the time? · 
A. Go bµck and ~tay f The sep~r.ation was over 
page 107 ~ here, and after the ~ep~rati<>n, I went back, and 
'\~- he came to me. I didn't come to him .. 
P. ; Q~ You dQn 't \f~mt to corpe back to him now, do you? ' , 1 : .A. I don't ca re to answer that que~tiqn. --, 
Counsellor Butts: I dqµ 't see, th~t tlle question needs an 
answer. 
Mr. Mapp: You don't care to cp:rpe back to him now, do 
yQu?. 
A. (No answer). 
0,. Do you care tq come bacl~ to him? 
A.. I don 1t know. l can lt say truthf1:1lly whether l want to 
or not. 
- Q. Then who is making tl1is prptest7 You or your, fa~ily, 
or who? You are looking at your attorney:- -
Coimsellor Butts; ~ cloD:'t appreciate that remark ~t ~11, 
abqut lool~ipg at m~. I w~s !e~cling dow11 here. If she did 
look at me.~· she ha~ a rig11t to loolf at ~e. $he is paying my 
money. 
Mr. Mapp: We withdraw that part of the question. 
"'·· The Court: He has her on cross examination. 
Mr. Mapp: 
Q. Why are you protesting? 
A. Because I have been back and lived with him as his wif c. 
Q. And you think that is morally ·wrong? 
A. It is morally wrong. · 
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Q. To go back and "live together? 
page 108 ~ A. I think this is morally wrong, to have this 
merged into a divorce, when we have lived as man 
and wife. 
Q. Would you grant him a complete divorce t 
A. I don't know whether I would or not. 
Q. You are not sure about anything about this, are you¥ 
A. I am sure of what I vmnt. What I am doing. 
;Q. What do you wantf 
A. I want to live together as man and wife, to give the child 
a home, and to protect the security of the child, and let her 
come up with a normal life. 
Q. You wanted to give the child a home? You don't want 
him as a husband? 
A. Yes, I did, and when he came back, I still loved him. 
Q. Do you love him today? 
A. I don't know whether I do or not. 
Q. And yet you are trying to block his obtaining a final 
divorce? 
Counsellor Butts: He is arguing with the witness. This 
witness didn't make the law. 
The Court : She makes her case, though-she and her wit-
n.esses. And he is asking· her if she is fighting just to fight., or 
if she wants him to come back to her. 
Mr. Mapp: And her answer is that she doesn't know 
whether she does or not. 
Q. Isn't what you really want the $75.00 per 
page 109 } month, and for him not to have his complete free-
dom? 
A. I haven't said anything. 
Q. I am asking you Y 
A. No. 
Q. Did you p:o to your attorney, Mr. B. Drummond Ayres, 
or to any other attorney, and request that the·decree that was 
entered on October 4th, 1951, be taken away-wiped out-
Have you been to an attorney and asked tl1aU 
A. No, not until this has come up. 
Q. And when was tl1e last time you saw your husband~ 
A. It was in August. 
Q. Of-Y 
A. 1952. 
Q. Have you written him since then? 
A. Yes, I have. · 
Q. Have you asked him to come back to you f 
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A. No, I haven't. 
Q. He testified that you did? . 
A. I have never asked him to come~ Not in any letter. I 
liave never asked him one way or the other to come back t6 
me. 
Q. You have never asked l1im to come 7 
. A. When be came, be came on his own., ·and.I accepted him 
as my husband. The letter was in reference to 
pag·e 110 ~ the child, and I came over here arid on our way 
to get the child it was bis suggestion that we go 
to Rosedale Beach in Delaware and leave tbe next day and go 
to Philadelphia which we did. . . 
Q. Your daughter said that you spent the night in 1Y ashing-
ton f 
A. This was on the way to Philadelphia. He me.t .me Wed:-
nesday. 
Q. ,vhy did your husband and yol, spend the night at Rose-
dale Beach, and not go on to Philadelphia? · 
A. That I don't know, unless he just wanted an outing be-
fore going to Philadelphia. He didn't give me any reason. 
Q. vVasn 't it actually because he didn't want your Phila-
delphia relatives to know that you were sleeping together? : . 
A. No. The renson we didn't sleep together in Philadel-
phia was because they didn't have enough beds to go around. 
I got to sleep in the bed, because I slept with Suetta Parker 
and my daughter, the three of us. We went there without tell-
ing my relatives that we were coming., and they accommodated 
us the best they could, and he was satisfied to sleep down on 
the couch. 
Q. And when you went to Washington on that same trip? 
A. His b1·other let us use his bedroom, and the three of us 
·slept in there in his bedroom. He slept. on a cot in the dining 
room. When we came back to Hampton that same night, we 
slept as man and wife. 
page 111 ~ Q. Your family was used to your sleeping to-
gether? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Have you made any effort since August of 1952 to get 
your lmsband to come back? 
· A. No, I haven't done anything. 
Q. Made no effort wliatsoever to get him back? 
A. No. He walked out on me. 
Q. And yet you are in this Court saving that you think there 
i~ a possibility of reconciliation, and that you l~ave been recon-





f lor.erfGe .Ander.so.~. 
A. Yes, we have. 
Counsellor Butts: S~~ ~aid t~llt th~y w~r~ r~c~nciled, and 
livtng togethe~·, 3:nd ~:µe was wa~hiJ!g and ~ooJri~p f~r him.~ 
Mr. Mapp: I will reframe my question. I could have ob-
jected to a lot. 
Q. A~swer my question. You consider, y~ursalf reco119iled 
right nowt . 
A. Yes.,:under the law ~f Virginia, I dg. 
Q.· Wher~ did yo1.1 get this law f1~om Y 
A. I q.idn't get it from any place.: 
Q. Not from your sister, who w0,rkes for Attorney Butts f 
A. No, I didn't. 
Q. Now, the money you let your husband 4ave. 
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Wasn't it all in 19511 
A. Yes. .December, 1951. 
Q. Your husband didn lt ask you to g:~t a divor.ce f.rom him f 
A. He deserted me, a~d under the cirpumst~ncas, living 
over here, He didn't have any work to do., and I ·had to take 
the child and leave. He walked out and left us stranded, with 
. no tran~p~rtation, which you need over here. 
· Q. So you got ·a divorce in the fall i 
A. He wanted it. I didn't want it then. 
Q. You· didn ~t want iU · · 
A. No; and I went thro~gl1 it, and ha eame µack, and I tQok 
him back, and he walks. puf again. · · 
Q. Did he employ B. Drummonq Ayres Y 
A. I did. 
Q. Did Yeu take all the fur.nitur.e f 
A. Yes, I did. I I1ad made no arran~ement to go any place. 
Q. Did you want $100.00 instead of tbe $r5.00 that you got°l' 
Counsellor Butts: He is trying fq r~-try t11~ original mat-
ter, it rseei~s to me~ · . · 
The Court: I tliink we won't go into tl1l!t~ 
Mr. :Mapp: 
Q. Ai·en 't these very checks for the 1~e-paying of furnitnre-
bills., throug·b the Old Dominion Loan Company: ,vasn 't that 
mon~v·that-'l~m bor.rowed to pay for furniture f 
page 113} A. No. That is money tbat he borrowed from 
,:i i:;mall loan company. · 
Q. What did he borrow it fort Wasn't it for the furniture· 
that you !>'off 
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A. No. 
Q. ·what was it for? 
A. It was monev he had borrowed the summer he went to 
Ohio State. He put in for state aid, and the money didn't come 
throug·h, in time for him to go, and he borrowed money from 
my father to !!'O~ and when he got the state aid money, he spent 
it, and my father needed the money, and with other bills that 
piled up, he went to the small loan company, and borrowed 
money to try to consolidate the bills., and that was in 1949, 
and it should have been paid years ago, and he is still paying 
money on it. · 
Q. Paying it right today? 
A. Yes. He sl1oulcl have paid it long ago. 
Q. About the house here f Were you going to build it, or 
was he p·oing to? 
A. He was. That was bis. He was the man of the family. 
(q),. How hi[tl1 in school did you get? 
A. I :finished high school. 
Q. You know enough about :fin·ances to know what condition 
liis finances were in, don't you? 
A. I knew he had the small loan, the car, his room and boani, 
and I started to say laundry but I was doing that 
page 114 ~ at that time. 
Q. Didn't you know of the other debts f · 
A. What debts? The car, his room and board, and the small 
loan~ 
Q. Did you know about Edgar Thomas1 
A~ No. 
Q. You knew about the small loan'/ 
A. Yes. 
Q. ,vhat did you think he was g·oing to build a house with Y 
A. That was his obligation, not mine. It was his plan., not 
mine. 
Q. ,vhere was the house to be built f 
· A. In .Accomac. I don't know where. He talked to Mr. 
Smith about that. 
Q. You don't know tbe spot in Accomac that it was going 
to be built? 
A. No, I don't. 
Q. How: manv times did you talk ~9 Mr .. Smith? 
A. I talked to him once about it. 
Q. Where was that? 
A. In Hampton. (!1 
0. Not over hereT 
.A. Mr. Smith let my husband lrnve his books for us to pick 
/ 
{ 
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out the house, and he and my daughter and myself spent Su11-
day in Mrs. Boggs' house looking over the plans. 
Q. If your husband said that, in the last six· 
page 115 ~ months of your married life, he gave you, or spent 
for you, the sum of $1,383.00, would he be right 
or wrong? 
A. I don't know. I haven't figured it out how much he has 
spent. 
That's all. 
• • • • 
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